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Guido Barbujani
The Way We Were
Looking into the faces of our ancestors
means looking into our own faces.
A magnificent account that sinks into
the depths of time and ourselves.
This book describes the importance of looking into faces.
The remains of those who lived on the planet before us hold a
message that has reached us through the generations and that tells
our story. Today, thanks to palaeontologists who have dug up and
lovingly reconstructed ancient skeletons, and thanks to geneticists
who have often succeeded in studying their DNA, skilled artists
have even managed to reconstruct our ancestors as three-dimensional sculptures.
With an extremely engaging writing, this book recounts different moments in human history, spanning several million years,
combining visual and textual information. Each chapter starts
with a face, the hyper-realist reconstruction of fourteen members
of the human genealogy plus Charles Darwin, by artists such as
Adrie and Alfons Kennis, and Elisabeth Daynès. Looking into the
eyes of these ancestors, some very famous like Lucy, others far
less popular like the Altamura Neanderthal, immediately creates a
direct connection between the reader and those who lived so long
ago. In turn, this connection raises several questions about their
lifestyle, their origin, their relationships, their migrations and the
discovery of their fossils. Some of the questions are unanswered,
but the book surprisingly combines information from fields as
diverse as palaeontology, archaeology, linguistics and genomics
to construct a credible historical narrative of our past (things in
biology seem simple when we don’t know much about them, but
inevitably become more complicated as more data becomes available: and this book will leave many questions open, as it should).
Looking into their eyes, we can better understand how much we
have in common, how close we are, how true it is that, despite the
great distance in time, we are somehow them.
Guido Barbujani is a population geneticist and evolutionary
biologist. He has worked at the State University of New York, at
London University, at the Universities of Padua and Bologna, and
since 1996 has been professor of Genetics at the University of
Ferrara. He has published more than 150 research papers in scientific journals. Among his books: Soggetti smarriti. Storie di incontri e
spaesamenti (Einaudi 2022), Contro il razzismo. Quattro ragionamenti
(with M. Aime, C. Bartoli and F. Falloppa, Einaudi 2016), Il giro del
mondo in sei milioni di anni (with A. Brunelli, Il Mulino, 2018) L’invenzione delle razze (Bompiani new edition 2018). For Laterza he is
author of Gli africani siamo noi. Alle origini dell’uomo (2016) and Sono
razzista ma sto cercando di smettere (with P. Cheli, new edition 2022).

208 pages
with 15 color illustrations
Popular Science
November 2022

Rights to: Albin Michel (French);
Alianza (World Spanish);
Penguin Verlag/PRH (German)

Would you like to browse through the
most unusual of family albums?
Fifteen portraits, powerful and
unforgettable, with which we readers
immediately create a surprising sense
of intimacy.

Gregorio Botta
Paul Klee

A well-tempered genius
They called him the Bauhaus Wizard,
Buddha or even the Good Lord.
He said he was ‘elusive’. And in some
ways he really was.
Paul Klee (1879-1940) is one of the most well-known and
recognisable artists in the world: in the sense that almost
everyone in front of one of his works is able to say: “Look,
that’s a Klee!”. Yet he painted ten thousand works, experimenting, creating new techniques, using different languages,
always reinventing himself: he was abstract and figurative,
they called him post-cubist, surrealist, expressionist, but
definitely no definition can encapsulate him.
Who was Paul Klee really?
Dominated by a powerful inspiration and inexhaustible creative fury, he knew how to educate it with the most methodical of lives. It was the Klee method: a rare case of a genius
who knew how to live a regulated life with no room for
boheme. He was a loving and ever-present father, a faithful
and dedicated husband, an attentive and charming teacher,
as his lecture notes and students’ recollections testify. The
masterpiece of his life is precisely that of having managed
to pour the incandescence and fury, after having tempered
them well, into his work. Is there nothing more human?
Through his Diaries - an extraordinary autobiography - and
the dense theoretical writings he left behind, Gregorio Botta
tells and interweaves the story of a man with an ordinary
life and the birth of a new aesthetic that marked the 20th
century and art history.
This book is definitely a memorable portrait of an “ordinary” genius.
Gregorio Botta (Naples, 1953) is a visual artist and former
deputy editor of “la Repubblica.” A graduate of the
Accademia di Belle Arti in Rome, he has exhibited in
numerous Italian and foreign galleries, and his works are
in the collections of the Galleria Nazionale and Maxxi in
Rome, Mart in Rovereto, and Madre in Naples. In 2020 the
National Gallery mounted his solo exhibition Just measuring
uncousciosness. His last book is Pollock and Rothko. The Gesture
and the Breath (Einaudi 2020).

172 pages
Color illustrations
Biography/Art History
November 2022

Paul Klee man may be elusive or distant,
but his paintings are not. They are here,
very close. Right inside us.
An artistic biography masterfully written
by an author who is an artist himself.

Silvia Ballestra
The Sybill
Life of Joyce Lussu

From the pen of a great Italian writer,
the extraordinary life of a rebellious
woman with a portentous talent.
Gioconda Salvadori, Joyce for everyone, (1912-1998) lived a
legendary, adventurous, poetic and political life. Tall, blond,
blue-eyed, with an aristocratic bearing, she is a woman of
exceptional beauty, with a remarkable charm. Throughout
the 20th century she thought, wrote, acted and fought,
travelling around Europe, first to study philosophy in Germany, and then across the borders of Nazi-fascist-occupied
Europe: Paris, Lisbon, London, Marseilles, Rome and
southern Italy. Her story is a plot of forged documents,
secret missions, clandestine diplomacy: Joyce, together with
her husband Emilio Lussu and the “Giustizia e Libertà”
comrades, was supported in her choices by her anti-fascists
family and was in the front line of the war of liberation, for
which she received a silver medal for military valour.
A poet, a translator and a writer, she has always combined
thought (prefiguring, very modern) and action. This action
continued in the post-war period with the fight against
imperialist oppression. She translated, in a way that was
revolutionary in terms of method and choices, the Turkish
poet Nazim Hikmet and many other resistant poets from
Albania, Kurdistan, Angola (Agostinho Nieto), and the
Afro-American poets of black power. Joyce lived a rebellious life right up to the end, with constant attention to the
new generations, whom she called “the living future”.
The writer Silvia Ballestra was one of those young people
who had the privilege of meeting Joyce personally in the
1990s and who now tells us about her in an unforgettable
portrait.
Silvia Ballestra, writer, lives and works in Milan. She is the
author of novels, collections of short stories, essays and
translations, published by major Italian publishers.
Among her books, widely translated in, the long seller Compleanno dell’iguana, Gli Orsi, Nina, I giorni della Rotonda, Amiche
mie, Vicini alla terra. Storie di animali e di uomini che non li dimenticano quando tutto trema, La nuova stagione, La guerra degli Antò.

208 pages
Biography
October 2022

Joyce Lussu was a partisan, fighter, writer,
translator and poet. Her life, which perfectly combines thought and action, is an extraordinary story, wonderfully narrated here
by one of the major Italian writer.

“But another thought shot through my brain
like an arrow. We, women, had remained at
home, in relative safety, while the two men of
the family had had to go out on the prowl, face
external dangers, the brutality of an all-out fight. And I swore to myself that I would never
use traditional female “privilege”: if there was
to be a fight, I would be in it.”
- Joyce Lussu

Laura Pepe
Wonderful Stories
of Young Greeks
What is it like to look at history through
the eyes of young people?
What do we mean when we talk about the ‘’young’’? For the
ancient Greeks, belonging to a certain age group was at least
as important as name, gender, family or geographical origin.
And if in Athens ‘youth’ ended at the age of thirty, the truth
is that when the Greeks spoke of ‘youth’, they were not
necessarily referring to an age: because youth is above all an
attitude, a state of mind. Reckless, crazy, unmeasured, dedicated to hybris and excess. The young are too much: at best
containers of utopian dreams, at worst a threat to tradition
and order, bringers of chaos.
Yet the Greece that we have come to know and love from
literature, epic, and tragedy is full of extraordinary young
men and women. The name of Achilles already resounds in
the first verse of the poem that marks the birth of western
culture...
This book is about the young. Boys and girls who lived in
ancient Greece and who deserve to be freed from the
narrow meshes of a storytelling written and handed down
by the adult world - which consigned them to history mostly
in the role of antagonists.
Between myth and history, this book weaves the the
exploits, desires, disillusions, and passions of boys and girls
of ancient Greece to whom we should all be in debt for
questioning tradition and daring the new.
Laura Pepe teaches Institutions of Roman Law and
Ancient Greek Law at the University of Milan.
She collaborates as scientific popularizer with the television
channel Focus. For Laterza she is the author of Gli eroi
bevono vino (2018) and La voce delle Sirene (2020).

224 pages
Ancient History
October 2022

Achilles, Telemachus, Antigone,
Alexander, Alcibiades, the girls of
Sappho, Oreste
The Greece we have come to know and
love from epic, tragedy and history is full
of extraordinary figures of boys and girls.
This book retraces their adventures, investigates their personalities and takes a
close look at their spirit and emotions.
“At the beginning, it was not easy for him to
make the world realise how much audacity,
how much strength there was in his youth.
Alexander had just succeeded his father on the
Macedonian throne - he was only twenty - that
the Greek cities believed they could take advantage of his young age to recover their lost
freedom. He was nothing more than a páis, a
meirákion, they repeated: a ‘big kid’, a ‘little boy’.
They all had to change their minds very soon.”

Andrea Marcolongo
De Arte Gymnastica
What if we tried for once to
‘run like the Greeks ran’?
After years spent among books and grammars trying to
‘think as the Greeks thought’, Andrea Marcolongo began
to train and to ‘run as the Greeks ran’. And she did so
using the first sports manual in history, the De arte gymnastica
by the philosopher Philostratus, as an accompanying tool.
Until she reached her final crazy goal: to run a marathon, or
rather, to run “The Marathon”: the 41.8 km that separate
Marathon from Athens, which the soldier Pheidippides ran
two thousand five hundred years ago, before collapsing to
the ground due to excessive fatigue.
Why do we run? Why all this hustle and bustle?
What does this constant search for muscle and sweat tell
us about ourselves? Perhaps the Greeks, who were the first
to question why we run, why we test ourselves and why we
compete against others, can help us in finding the answer.
The famous motto Mens sana in corpore sano is just the first
open door through which we will discover a fascinating and
complex universe of thought.

Andrea Marcolongo is a writer and a journalist with a
degree in Classical Studies from the University of Milan.
She debuted with La lingua geniale. 9 ragioni per amare il greco
(Laterza 2016) which soon became a literary success story,
selling more than 150,000 copies. Among her other publications: La misura eroica (Mondadori 2018), Alla fonte delle
parole (Mondadori 2020), La Lezione di Enea (Laterza 2021).
She lives in Paris. In 2021, she was appointed ‘writer of the
French Navy’, obtaining the title of captain of the frigate.
Translated in 28 countries, she now has almost a million
readers worldwide.

196 pages
Narrative non Fiction/Ancient World
Published

Rights to: Gallimard (French); Patakis (Greek);
Europa Edition (World English); Ayné (Portuguese
in Brazil); Taurus (World Spanish)

“Andrea Marcolongo invites us to lift our numb
limbs off the couch and takes us along with
her with gentleness, irony and self-mockery,
combining history, culture and the profound
values of running from the ancient world to
the present day in such an enjoyable way.”
- Viola Ardone on TTL

Giuseppe Nifosì
Contemporary Art in
10 Artists
Contemporary art seems difficult...
but it can really be for everyone!
A book that teaches us to see beyond
looking.
Contemporary art is difficult. Unlike the art of the past, it
often stands outside all traditional canons and conventions,
seeking to make the uniqueness of intuition, of gesture, of
matter as its most recognisable feature. Once upon a time, a
“Madonna and Child” could be of excellent workmanship
or a half-crust, but it undoubtedly fell within the sphere of
art. In the last hundred years, everything has changed. The
boundary between what is art and what is not has often
shifted from the object (the work) to the subject (the artist).
In other words, artistic production has not only generated
new forms of expression, but has become the outcome of
an original way of conceiving art itself, transformed into
something else than in the past. Contemporary art is accused of not knowing how to communicate with the public,
of being comprehensible only to a select few, if not only to
the artist. Yet contemporary art really can be for everyone,
you just have to know how to see it.
Far from being a summary of ‘all’ contemporary art, this
book offers an introductory itinerary through ten masters
who lived between the 1940s and today: Pollock, Rothko,
Fontana, Burri, Hopper, Bacon, Abramović, González-Torres, Mueck and Hirst. Their works and their lives reveal a
powerful spiritual and creative tension: they are artists searching for a light in the darkness of their own time, in the
emptiness of meaning after the traumas of world war, the
fear of nuclear catastrophe and the revulsion for the devouring machine of Consumerism.

Giuseppe Nifosì (1964) is an art and architecture historian
and professor of Art History. For Laterza, he has published
a series of textbooks including A passo d’arte (2020), L’arte
svelata (2021) and L’arte allo specchio (2021).

200 pages
b/w illustrations
Art
September 2022

Pollock, Rothko, Fontana, Burri,
Hopper, Bacon, Abramović,
Gonzalez-Torres, Mueck, Hirst.
A straightforward yet fascinating book, in
which lifes and works of ten important
artists are beautifully combined
making contemporary art closer and more
familiar to us.

Andrea Riccardi
The War of Silence
Pius XII, Nazism, the Jews

A crucial issue in the history of the
20th century. A work destined to remain
among the classics of historiography.
Pius XII - whose pontificate covered all the years of the
Second World War - is definitely a controversial figure.
A protagonist of actions in defence of the victims of
Nazi-Fascism, particularly during the dramatic months of
the occupation of Rome and, nevertheless, a figure accused
of too many ‘silences’ in the face of the news reaching
the Vatican from the territories occupied by Hitler as early
as 1939. The choice not to shout loudly, in order to avoid
greater trouble, is the crux, and it does not only concern the
very serious issue of the extermination of the Jews, but also
of other populations that suffered in the conflict.
This extraordinary book - which has used a wealth of documentation that can be consulted for the first time - recounts
the history and the reasons for those silences. And it does so
by placing Pius XII in his own time, in an extremely complex context that was very different from the post-conciliar
one (for example the anti-Judaism that permeated many
Catholic and Vatican circles should not be forgotten).
What emerges is a pope who was aware but in difficulty,
worried about his own ‘silences’. And, if in the light of the
facts it is difficult to accuse or absolve Pius XII’s choices so
clearly, what is certain is that not opening the Vatican archives for so many years did not help the image of the Church
at all. A new and definitive historical investigation by one of
the most accredited scholars of Church History.
Andrea Riccardi is the founder of the Community of
Sant’Egidio. He is a historian of the contemporary world
and a scholar of the History of the Church and Christianity.
Among his most recent books with Laterza: Convivere;
L’inverno più lungo. 1943-44: Pio XII, gli ebrei e i nazisti a Roma;
La strage dei cristiani. Mardin, gli armeni e la fine di un mondo; La
Chiesa brucia, all widely translated all around the world.

352 pages
Contemporary History/History of Church
November 2022

On March 2020, the Vatican Apostolic
Archive made documents from the
pontificate of Pius XII (1939-1958) readable
and accessible for the first time.
This book, by one of the most accredited
scholars of Church history, is the result of
this extraordinary research opportunity.

Andrea Graziosi
Ukraine and Putin

Between history and ideology
An essay by Italy’s leading historian
of the USSR sheds new light on the
ongoing tragic events.
Why did Putin think he could conquer Ukraine in a few days
with the consent of the Russians but also of the local population? What does ‘denazification’ mean? To explain this
tragedy that is changing the world, it is necessary to go back
to some essential passages in the history of the 20th century
before and after 1991. A complex story, which starts from
Ukraine’s relationship with Lenin’s Soviet power and moves
on to the Holodomor, the terrible famine caused by Stalin
that claimed more than four million victims in Ukraine in
‘32-’33. It is a story that continues with the Second World
War and the Nazi occupation and continues with the end of
the USSR and the turmoil of the 1990s. This was followed
by Putin’s authoritarian turn, founded on the consensus of
an ideology of power rooted in Russian history and shared
by a ruling class formed between Soviet decline and the
reassertion of state power. An ideology that drives Putin
to despise an opulent and corrupt West in economic and
demographic decline and that makes him think the time has
come to restore Russia’s role as a major world power.

Andrea Graziosi, professor of Contemporary History at
the University of Naples Federico II, has studied and taught
in American, Russian and European universities.
Among his most recent publications, translated into several
languages: The Battle for Ukrainian. A Comparative Perspective
(with Michael Flier, Harvard University Press 2017);
La grande guerra contadina in Urss (Officina libraria 2022);
Genocide. The Power and Problems of a Concept (with Frank
Sysyn, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2022).

208 pages
Contemporary History
October 2022

A read that sets out to explain the deeper
reasons for the current conflict, some of
them centuries old.
A book that argues, against superficial
geopolitical assessments, for the power of
history as a tool for knowledge and analysis.

Marcello Flores
Giovanni Gozzini
Why Fascism Was Born
in Italy
Italy was the country that ‘invented’
fascism as an ideology and as a
totalitarian political regime.
Are there any cultural or historical
reasons why?
To understand the reasons for the birth of fascism in Italy it
is necessary to investigate the aspect of violence.
The violence of the squadrists is crucial: an impressive number of deaths, accurately quantified, from which the residual
and disorganised nature of the socialist violence stands out.
It is not (only) barbarism. It is a trait of political culture
that comes from the Great War just fought and is based on
the male myth of heroic death, the dehumanisation of the
enemy, the nation as a military unit (‘believe obey fight’).
The whole parable of the fascist regime is already inscribed
in this original foundation that the March on Rome in
October 1922 stages.
Nobody, from the king to Giolitti, understands that the
violence of the squadrists is the death of the liberal state and democracy. Alongside this there is an international
dimension. Throughout Europe the Great War opened a
bloody cycle of social conflicts set in motion by the Russian
revolution, which especially in the east were transformed
into national conflicts to give rise to new states on the ashes
of the four empires (Tsarist, Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian
and German). In Italy, the state and its concrete articulations (prefects, police, carabinieri, royal guards) succumbed
to squadrist violence because the vast majority shared its
anti-socialist and anti-popular aims.

288 pages
Contemporary History
October 2022

Why fascism? And why in Italy? This book
tries to answer starting from an aspect that
has been greatly underestimated in recent
decades: namely violence.

Marcello Flores has taught Contemporary History at the Universities of Trieste and Siena. He has worked on
the history of totalitarianisms and the history of genocides. With Giovanni Gozzini he has already published
1968. Un anno spartiacque (il Mulino 2018) and Il vento della Rivoluzione. La nascita del partito comunista italiano (2021).
Giovanni Gozzini teaches Contemporary History at the University of Siena. He has worked on the history of
globalisation and inequalities and the history of journalism and the media. For Laterza he is the author of La
mutazione individualista. Gli italiani e la televisione 1954-2011 (2011) and L’età del disordine. Storia del mondo attuale 19682017 (with Tommaso Detti, 2018).

Fact Checking Series

200 pages/original paperback
Just Published

History Under The Test Of Facts

Tommaso Speccher
Has Germany Really
Come to Terms With
Its Past?

Gianluca Falanga
Do We Seriously Never
Talk About The Crimes
Of Communism?

Starting in 1945, passing through the student movements of
‘68 and arriving at 1989 and
today’s memorials, this book
recounts key biographies, emblematic events and exemplary
debates, showing how the Nazi
past affected post-war Germany
like the proverbial ‘elephant in
the room’, generating an unspoken and continuous tension,
but only occasionally producing
an effective assumption of
responsibility.

An extraordinary, lucid,
painful and regenerating Fact
Checking that debunks all the
clichés about the largest political movement in the contemporary world. Contrary to what
is often claimed, the crimes
of communism have been
talked about uninterruptedly
for over a century. It’s time
to start doing that seriously,
understanding the specificities
beyond simplifications.

240 pages/original paperback

Rights to: Edhasa Argentina (World Spanish); Libra
(Polish)

Eric Gobetti
Foibe

240 pages/original paperback

Rights to: Sophia Zalozba
(Slovenian)

The foibe massacres and the
Istrian exodus represent a
chapter in history that has
been forgotten for too long or
exploited for political purposes
too frequently. The official
narrative saw the Slavic people
and their partisans as barbarians, devoted to committing
the most atrocious forms of
violence, while the Italians
were seen as innocent victims.
But are we sure this is really
the way it was?

Alice Borgna
All Stories of
Dead White Males

176 pages/original paperback
Just Published

In recent years, the world of
classical studies has become
the epicentre of a culture war
that has shaken universities
in US and Uk. If studying the
Greeks and Romans means
devoting ourselves to the
‘stories of dead white males’,
i.e. of a macho and racist culture, what should we do with
this heritage? Is it possible to
rethink its study in a new light,
or should we simply let it sink
into oblivion?

15,000 copies!

192 pages/original paperback
10,000 copies!

Chiara Colombini
And What About the
Guilt of the Partisans?

Mimmo Franzinelli
Did Facism End in
1945?

Irresponsible people whose
actions unleashed fascist
reprisals on the population.
Cowards and terrorists. The
list of clichés and falsifications
about the Resistance is very
long and continues to grow
stronger in spite of all evidence to the contrary. Why?
A book to learn what has really
been, without rhetoric, returning to history.

One hundred years after the
March on Rome, fascism is
anything but relegated to a
remote past: it periodically
returns to the news, marking
politics and society with a
presence that cannot be ignored. A necessary book on the
inconsistencies of the
fascism-democracy transition
in Italy.
176 pages/original paperback

Federico Canaccini
The Middle Ages
in 21 Battles
A new look, embracing places far away
from each other: a thousand years of
history in twenty-one decisive moments.
When we think of the Middle Ages, images of swords,
castles and armour almost automatically come to mind. And
almost everything about this historical period has to do with
battles, duels or sieges, according to a known and codified
chronological and geographical order.
We now leaf through this book and already from the table
of contents we have to immediately change the approach:
we start from a Roman Empire that is still alive, albeit in
a bad way, and we stretch to a gloomy 16th century, when
some adventurers, back from the Reconquista against the
Moors, attack the Indios with ideas that are not so far removed from those of the Crusade. Of course, there are all the
most famous battles that the reader may be familiar with,
from Hastings to Azincourt, from Poitiers to Bouvines, but
more than once the author surprises us by taking us to places that are very far apart: from the humid plains of India
to the gorges of Tajikistan, from the waters of Japan to the
unexplored valleys of the Aztec empire, from the ice of the
Baltic to the deep desert of Arabia. This opening up outside Europe serves first and foremost to show how, over the
centuries of the Medieval Millennium, tens of thousands of
people, fleeing from other peoples, move like waves, overlap,
merge, giving rise to kingdoms that evolve, disappear, take
on new names and new customs, in an iridescent mosaic of
ethnicities, languages, customs.
Each battle, then, becomes a prism through which we learn
about people, cultures, contexts, and the developments in
the ‘art of war’.
Federico Canaccini, a medievalist, has taught History of
Warfare in the Middle Ages at the Catholic University of
America in Washington, Latin Palaeography at LUMSA in
Rome and currently teaches Palaeography and Medieval Philosophy at the University of Rome. He has been researcher
at Princeton University and he is a regular contributor to the
journal ‘Medioevo’, for which he edits the opening column.
For Laterza he is the author of 1268. La battaglia di Tagliacozzo (2018) and 1289. La battaglia di Campaldino (2021).

528 pages
Middle Age History
November 2022

1- Catalaunic fields, 451 A.D.
2- Tricameron and Casilinum 533-554 A.D.
3- Islamic Triumph 624 A.D. and 636 A.D.
4- Poitiers, 732 A.D.
5- Talas, 751 A.D
6- The siege of Paris, 855 A.D
7- Lech 955
8- Hastings, 1066
9- The siege of Jerusalem, 1099
10- Tarain, 1192
11- Las Navas de Tolosa, 1212
12- Bouvines, 1214
13- The Battle of the Frozen Lake. Peijpus, 1242
14- Ayn Jalut, 1260
15- A divine wind saves Japan, 1274-1281
16- Kortrijk, 1302
17- Azincourt, 1415
18- Anghiari, 1440
19- The fall of Byzantium, 1453
20- Battle of Diu, 1509
21- Tenochtitlán, 1521

Duccio Balestracci
The Duke

The adventurous life and great
deeds of Federico da Montefeltro
The Duke of Urbino is one of the most
significant characters of the Italian
Renaissance. His life is an incredible
series of adventures and changes of fate.
In all depictions, he is the man with the half-face, since, not
even thirty years old, he had lost an eye and the root of his
nose to a lance stroke. In the history of the Italian Renaissance, Federico da Montefeltro, Duke of Urbino, is the most
esteemed and overpaid condottiere, surrounded by the fame
of having (almost) never lost a battle. Intelligent, well-educated, an excellent strategist, a skilful diplomat, a shrewd
(but always elegant) curator of his own interests, together
with his great love, his very young and charming second
wife Battista Sforza, Federico succeeded in transforming
the court of Montefeltro into one of the centres of Italian
culture and politics: he was responsible for the urban and architectural aspect of Urbino, he was the one who managed
to involve artists and architects such as Piero della Francesca
or Francesco di Giorgio Martini in his cultural project.
But like any self-respecting adventurous life, Federico’s was
also studded with intrigues and mysteries that have never
been completely solved: how did he manage to seize power
as a ‘bastard’ son? What role did he play in the famous ‘Pazzi conspiracy’ of 1478?
Duccio Balestracci has been professor of Medieval
History and Medieval Civilisation at the University of Siena.
Among his most recent publications Terre ignote strana gente.
Storie di viaggiatori medievali (2008); La battaglia di Montaperti
(2017); Il Palio di Siena. Una festa italiana (2019).

220 pages
Middle Age History
September November 2022

Patron and mercenary, cultured humanist
and unscrupulous prince. 600 years after
his birth, an exciting and highly readable
biography of the Duke of Urbino by one
of Italy’s best-known and most esteemed
medievalists.

Alessandro Vanoli
History of the Sea
An encyclopaedia of the sea in a single
volume: a powerful millenial history
that holds everything together, humans
and animals.
The history of the sea begins in the infinite past, four billion
of years ago, recounting an ancient geology and the
beginnings of life; and then the dinosaurs and primitive
fishes, disappearing seas and the great catastrophes.
Then the environments, those that constitute the space
in which humans moved throughout history and that still
accompanies us today: winds, currents, waves and the basis
of life. And then down into the abyss, to re-emerge, among
coral walls, marshy areas, reefs or sandy beaches.
In all that, our history. That of the first colonisations, of the
ancient boats to face the sea and the birth of ports. The history of the great myths, the biblical and the Homeric ones.
And then the civilisations: the Phoenicians, the Greeks, the
Romans; and around this the routes of the merchants, the
stories of amphorae, byssus, coral and how Islam discovered
the sea; the stories of pilgrims and Vikings in America and
the Chinese in the Indian Ocean. A history made up also of
the most familiar objects and people: the compass, maps,
pilot books, galleys, caravels, Christopher Columbus, Magellan, Vespucci and the pirates of the Caribbean. But never
forgetting that all this also has to do with whales and sharks,
hidden treasures, the legends of the kraken, the malestrom,
the Flying Dutchman and everything else that has fuelled
our imagination for centuries. Up to the present: migrants,
containers, holidays by the sea... up to the inevitable counterpart of this story: the one that talks about the environmental crisis today, pollution and microplastics, overheating
and melting ice.
A new, surprising and sprawling reading that you have never
done before.
Alessandro Vanoli, historian, writer and populariser, is an
expert on Mediterranean history. He has taught at the University of Bologna and at the University of of Milan,
dealing with the history of the Mediterranean and the Islamic presence in Spain and Sicily.

576 pages
History
Published

Rights to: Shanghai Culture (Chinese Simpl.)

Extremely well written, this book is an
extraordinary journey that starts in the
sea and dives back into the sea.
In between: man and other living beings.
Table of Contents
1. Geology
From the dance of the plaques, to the sea on a
mountain top
2. Environments
Continents, seas and oceans. A world full of life
3. When man met the sea
From the first Pleistocene swimmer to the
gods of the sea
4. Trade, wars and the riches of the sea
From medieval vessels to the origins of sushi
5. The conquest of the sea
From Christopher Columbus to the monsters’ sea
6. Possession of the sea
From the dawn of oceanography to the Panama Canal
7. The rediscovered sea
From the exploration of the abyss to the invention of
seaside holidays
8. The threatened sea
From the dominion of the sea to the end of the world

Antonio Forcellino
The Latest Michelangelo
From the Last Judjement to the
Pauline Chapel

The last creative season of the
Renaissance genius, amongst religious
anxieties and new forms of expression.
This book recounts the lesser-known part of Michelangelo
Buonarroti’s life and work, the part that begins with the execution of the Last Judgement (1534-1541). During the years
in which he executed this extraordinary painting, Michelangelo developed a radical religious sensibility that led him to
get close to the group of ‘Spirituali’, made up of a number
of men and women who were fighting for a religious reform
and who, because of their secret militancy, would be suspected, accused and persecuted for heresy by the Inquisition Tribunal in Rome.
Michelangelo’s late production, which includes masterpieces such as the Tomb of Julius II, the Pauline Chapel, the
new St. Peter’s and the small paintings for Vittoria Colonna
and Tommaso Cavalieri, cannot be understood without this
spiritual event that puts the artist’s very life at stake. Finally,
the book is also an acute reflection on the censorship to
which this very important part of the artist’s production
was subjected, exercised first by the Inquisition Tribunal and
then by art critics who failed to grasp the disruptive message
of the Italian genius.
Antonio Forcellino is one of Europe’s leading scholars of
Renaissance art. He has carried out restorations of works
of absolute value, such as Michelangelo’s Moses and Raphael’s The Sibyls. As a historian, his focus has always been on
psychological and biographical roots of great masterpieces.
Author of a rich scientific literature, for Laterza he published Michelangelo. Una vita inquieta (2005), Raffaello. Una vita
felice (2006), 1545. Gli ultimi giorni del Rinascimento (2008), Leonardo. Genio senza pace (2016) and La Cappella Sistina. A Tale
of a Masterpiece (2020), all translated into many languages.

224 pages
with illustrations
Art History
November 2022

A spectacular reconstruction of the
historical scenario in which Michelangelo
worked after the Last Judgement is
combined with a meticulous analysis of
his artistic production: the reader enters
deeply into the work of a genius, fully
understanding his reasons and emotions.

Lorenzo Colantoni
Back to the Holy
Forests
An extraordinary journey into lesserknown Japan, from the mountains below
the old imperial Nara to the sacred city of
Hongu, to rediscover an ancient way of
coexistence between humans and nature.
Japan is that place where ghosts are real. It is a country that
hides its spirituality behind the bright lights of malls, the concrete of offices and highways, the smoke of bars and izakaya.
It is in the silent countryside, in the intimacy of homes, that
the ghosts of tradition appear, the gods of Shintoism and the
heroes of legends, the tengu and the mischievous spirits that
interact with humans. Knowing this Japan is very complex
for a gaikokujin, a foreigner, because it is difficult to be accepted, difficult to understand it, and difficult to find it.
This book leaves behind the city, the guidebooks, the reports written in English and throws us into the void. That
is how the author met them, the real ghosts that followed
him throughout the journey, among the dozens of abandoned villages, the last animist monks in the world, the
thousand-year-old trees as big as towers and worshipped like
gods. The charming pages of the book contain the text of
the reportage, the maps narrating the route, together with
illustrations by five professional artists who interpreted the
chapters.
Lorenzo Colantoni, environmental journalist with numerous field experiences in sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and Europe, collaborates with ‘National Geographic’ and ‘la Repubblica’. He works on environmental crimes, the geopolitics of
energy transition and the impact of environmental issues on
world culture and society.

152 pages
with illustrations
Travels/Narrative non fiction
Published

Many people know the Japan of
glittering cities, sushi and manga.
Few venture into the silent countryside,
among the thousand-year-old trees, where
tradition is strong and forests are sacred.

Mario Di Vito
Family Portrait (with red brigades)
A book of rare narrative taste that seeks to answer the question of what
is left of the terrorist years today and what a person of about 30 can see
in them.
Relying on his grandmother’s very detailed diaries, Mario Di Vito recounts the unfolding of one of the most terrible events in the history
of Italian terrorism in the ‘70: the murder of obscene ferocity of young
Roberto Peci, brother of the first “repentant” of the Red Brigades, Patrizio Peci. He does so simultaneously with the unraveling of the moods
of his grandfather, the magistrate who followed the investigation and
embodied the prosecution during the trial, and who sees his own life
and that of his family, escorted day and night, change day after day.
Narrated almost like a novel, this book restores all the anguish of that
moment: not only of the protagonists, but of all those who witnessed
the plunge into horror of the revolutionary dream. Aware that they
were facing a point of no return.
192 pages
Narrative non Fiction/Memoir

Mario Di Vito, journalist, works for “il Manifesto” and is the author of
documentaries and radio and TV programs.

Giovanni Tizian
Mafia, 30 Years of Silence
On 23 May 1992, five hundred kilos of TNT on the road from Punta
Raisi airport to Palermo kill magistrate Giovanni Falcone, his wife and
his security. Fifty-seven days later, the scene is repeated with the murder
of Judge Paolo Borsellino on Palermo’s Via D’Amelio.
The 1992 massacres left an indelible mark on the memory of all Italians.
Thirty years ago Giovanni Tizian was a 10-year-old boy, already orphaned by his father killed by the ‘ndrangheta in Calabria - a murder that
remained always without a guilty party, leaving his family to deal with
grief without justice.
In this memoir, dry and painful, he traces the dramatic memory of the
trail of blood that united his family in a common thread with those of
the many other victims and draws a bitter balance.

128 pages
Memoir

Giovanni Tizian (Reggio Calabria, 1982) is a journalist for the daily
newspaper “Domani” and a former correspondent for the weekly
“L’Espresso.” He has won numerous awards, including the Premiolino 2021, the Enzo Biagi Prize, the Golden Dove for Peace, the Biagio
Agnes Prize and the Giuseppe Fava Prize.

Chiara Volpato
Psychosociology of Machismo
This book analyses the psychological and social processes that, in
Western societies, support male power and perpetuate female subordination in work, politics, and the media. This edition is an expanded
and updated one from an initial publication almost ten years ago. The
gender gap in recent years, internationally and nationally, has not changed so much. Yes there was the #MeToo, however soon after the Covid
19 epidemic heavily penalised women. At the same time, the reconquest
of Afghanistan by the Taliban turned back the hands of history. After
the Berlusconi long interlude in Italy, the world has been dominated by
the machismo of Trump, Bolsonaro, Putin. The book confronts these
scenarios and events, naturally taking into account the evolving literature
on sexism, machismo and gender relations. Among the topics: sexual
objectification with an analysis of the forms of self-sexualisation often
practised by young women; violence, with up-to-date data; changes in
politics in the light of the role played on the international scene by
Angela Merkel and other leading figures.
216 pages
Social Psychology
Published

Chiara Volpato is Professor of Social Psychology at the University
of Milan-Bicocca. She deals with conflicts between groups, dehumanisation, inequalities and psychosocial analysis of historical texts.
For Laterza she is author of Deumanizzazione. Come si legittima la violenza
(2011) and Le radici psicologiche della disuguaglianza (2019).

Chiara Bottici
Anarchafeminist Manifesto
A revolutionary call for a feminism without an arche.
Its motto is: “Either all or none of us will be free!”
We live under a global menocracy. Maybe patriarchy is declining and
men are no longer the single head of the family, but they are still the
“first sex”. Women and gender-nonconforming people are politically,
economically, socially, and sexually oppressed. No matter which
sources of oppression one focuses on - race, class, gender, empire,
disability, ecology: the second sex is always at the bottom and cismen
are on top. Hence the need for a renewed feminist stance. But how can
we be sure that the oppressed do not become oppressors in their turn?
By arguing that there is no single factor (arche), explaining the oppression of women, Chiara Bottici proposes an anarchafeminism inspired
by two major claims: that there is something specific to the oppression
of women, and that, in order to fight it, we need to untangle all other
forms of oppression.
A book that outlines one of the most significant avantguards of contemporary feminism.
80 pages
Philosophy/Feminism
Published

Rights to: Payot & Rivage (French);
Gedisa (Spanish)

Chiara Bottici is a philosopher and a writer. She is Professor in Philosophy and co-founder of the Gender and Sexualities Studies Institute
at The New School (New York). Among her books: Imaginal Politics
(Columbia University Press, 2014), A Philosophy of Political Myth
(Cambridge University Press, 2007), Anarcafeminism (Bloomsbury 2020).

Costanza Rizzacasa
Unfair
Cancel Culture in America

Should we stop reading The Odyssey
because Penelope, who waits twenty
years for Odysseus to return, is not a
feminist character?
How can we concile the necessary respect for diversity with
the need to preserve literary masterpieces?
Today, words like cancel culture, cultural appropriation, white supremacy, hate speech, toxic masculinity, inclusion,
whitewashing, microaggressions, woke and trigger warnings
populate everyday conversations and social media. In the
background, there is a polarisation of American politics and
thought that experts believe has reached a point of no
return, and what Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt define
as “The Coddling of the American Mind”: emotional security as a sacred value. Censorship, in recent years, from which
female, black and LGBT+ authors are not immune, and
which sometimes ends up discriminating against the very
categories it aims to defend. And if remakes and rebooks
with all-black casts are multiplying from theatre to cinema,
they are often only ‘recolourations’, which do not tell the
Afro-American experience at all.
From Philip Roth and his biographer Blake Bailey to Mark
Twain and Toni Morrison, via Walt Disney and Gone with
the Wind, Scorrettissimi analyses, through research and
interviews, the earthquake of cancel culture in the American
culture and academy.
Costanza Rizzacasa d’Orsogna, a journalist, has been
covering American literature and culture for years for ‘Il
Corriere delle Sera’. She has a degree in writing from
Columbia University in New York, where she lived for
twelve years, working as a journalist for various newspapers.
Her books have been bestsllers widely translated in various
countries.

216 pages
Current Affairs
Published

Rights to: Alianza (World Spanish)

An exciting reflection, more timely than
ever, on the debate involving literature and
culture today.
A book that traces the historical, political,
cultural and sociological origins of the cancel culture with a detailed analysis of the
most famous American cases (such as Mark
Twain, J.D. Salinger, Ernest Hemingway,
Flannery O’Connor, William Faulkner, Philip
Roth and his biographer Blake Bailey...).

Piero Martin
The 7 Measures of the World
Our scientific knowledge of the world is based around seven pillars.
From coffee to galaxies, from quarks to black holes, the entire universe
can be measured using just seven units of measurement.
We have always measured the world: to understand it and to experience it. And since humans are social creatures, at some point in human
history measurement had to be shared. This is how, at the end of the
18th century, universal units of measurement were defined: the metre
for length, the kilogram for mass and the second for time became part
of our shared cultural heritage. The following two centuries saw the
addition of the ampere for electricity, the kelvin for temperature, the
mole for quantity of substance and the candela for luminous intensity.
This book tells seven stories, each one dedicated to a unit of measurement, showing just how big and how small the world around us really is.

224 pages
Popular Science
Published

Rights to: Yale UP (World English); Aufbau
Verlag (German); Payot & Rivage (French);
Cheers (Chinese Simpl.); Asahi (Japanese)

Piero Martin is a professor of experimental physics at the University
of Padua. A fellow of the American Physical Society, he has been the
scientific director on major international research projects such as the
the ‘Eurofusion Medium Size Tokamak’ European Task Force.
Since 2017 he has been Chief Physicist and a member of the Executive
Board of DTT, Italy’s major new fusion experiment.

Paolo Ferri
The Dark Side of the Sun
The space exploration
The sun: the star closest to us but not the most approachable and easiest
to study. Since the dawn of time, mankind has worshipped and feared
it, but also studied and observed it. Today, space probes and interplanetary travel are revolutionising what we know about this star, opening
up new horizons and frontiers. The European Space Agency (ESA),
has participated from the very beginning in the enormous scientific and
technological effort to send increasingly sophisticated space probes on
more and more ambitious missions. This extraordinary exploration of
the Sun from space is here told by the man who, over a period of thirty
years, has directly contributed to the preparation and execution of these
space missions. A book that tells us about the technological and human
challenges and reveals the scientific revolution that is emerging from the
observation of the hidden sides of the sun.

264 pages
Popular Science
Published

Paolo Ferri is a theoretical physicist, he has been Operations Manager for the European Space Agency mission that revolutionised space
travel. He won prizes and international recognition for the success of
the Rosetta mission, and he was the first Italian to join the International
Astronautical Federation’s Hall of Fame.

Luigi Nacci
I Won’t Miss The Road
What the route can teach us

An immersive journey to become wayfarers (not just walkers). Since
wayfaring is a state of mond, a way to explore the world and ourselves.
This is a book full of stories of “wandering” around Europe, including
literary tales and journeys undertaken by putting oneself on the line.
Because setting out on a journey on foot means choosing another life. A
simple life in which every encounter is a door and every face a journey.
A precious book that encourages us to walk, each at his own pace: to
become nomads in order to be free.

272 pages
Travels/Outdoor/Narrative non Fiction
Published

Luigi Nacci, born in 1978 in Trieste, is a poet and a writer. ‘Viandanza’, a word that he has placed at the centre of his research is a way of
holding together the sedentary and the nomadic life. He is a teacher, a
journalist, an environmental excursion guide. After several poetry volumes, he has published the books Alzati e cammina (Ediciclo 2014), Viandanza (Laterza 2016) and Trieste selvatica (Laterza 2019). He explores the
eastern and western edges of Europe on foot. He loves going off-path.

Rights to: Libra (Polish)

Francesco Rutelli
Rome, by Walking
28 centuries through 18 surprising itineraries to do on foot, and only on
foot, to really get to know Rome, in the most surprising ways.
Rome is a unique gift to the contemporaries of every age. The
complexity of its stratifications is reflected in astonishing, inexhaustible
teachings that are never preachy or arrogant. They represent a good
synthesis of the flow of life on our Earth. So let’s depart from where it
all began, from the Tiber, and start walking...
18 unsual itineraries to reach also the most famous place in the most
unusual way, far from the traditional experiences of ‘mass tourism’ and
the hasty eye.
A book that is a joy to read, but also to use as a guide, to spend our time
in a new and stimulating way, by walking in the open air.

288 pages
Travels/Outdoor
Published
20,000 copies sold

Francesco Rutelli was Mayor of Rome from 1993 to 2001. For Laterza, he is the author of Tutte le strade partono da Roma (2020), which has
sold more than 20,000 copies.

Alessandro Marzo Magno
Venice: A Story of Land and Sea
Almost 1,400 years: some glorious and powerful, others declining and
uncertain. A history of Venice like no other.
With the narrative flair of a chronicler, Alessandro Marzo Magno takes
us on a fascinating walk through the centuries to recompose the history
that led some small islands in the Adriatic lagoon to dominate half the
Mediterranean for centuries.
A history of Venice like this has never been read before. the book deals
with a very large geographical area, including all the dominions conquered by the Venetian state and each chapter opens with a report on how
a symbolic place of the Serenissima looks today.
Alessandro Marzo Magno is a Venetian journalist. He has published
history books including L’alba dei libri. Quando Venezia ha fatto leggere
il mondo (Garzanti 2012). For Laterza he is the author of La splendida.
Venice 1499-1509 (2019) and L’inventore di libri. Aldo Manuzio (2020). His
books are widely translated in different languages.
512 pages
History
Published

David Salomoni
Magellan
The first voyage around the world
A fascinating and poignant story told from a new perspective, that introduces new elements and places this book at the heart of the most recent
discourse on the Age of Encounters.

256 pages
Modern History
Published

Rights to: Vogais (Portuguese in Portugal);
Athenaeum (Dutch)

In August 1519, five ships left the port of Seville on an expedition
patronised and supported by Emperor Charles V. Leading them was a
Portuguese admiral who had been banished from his own country and
sought redemption in the service of the Spanish crown. The aim of the
trip was to prove that the Maluku Islands, then famous for producing
spices, belonged to Spain and not to Portugal. In the three years that
followed, these boats and men faced battles, mutinies, shipwrecks and
betrayals. They sailed seas never before navigated by Europeans, they
came into contact with unknown people and cultures - from the Patagonians of Tierra del Fuego to Polynesia. In short, they undertook one of
the greatest feats in human history, completing the first circumnavigation of the earth in 1522.
David Salomoni is a researcher in the history of science and education
at the University of Lisbon, as part of the ERC project Rutter: Making
the Earth Global. He is a member of the editorial board of the Instituto Juan Andrés de Comparatística y Globalización. This is his first book
published by Laterza.

Antonio Musarra
1492
What ended in October 1492 was an extraordinary voyage that changed
the fate of mankind.
This book takes us on those ships to retrace it as if it were the first time.
Just like any journey, we will have to prepare ourselves by learning about
nautical types, wind patterns, instruments such as the compass, nautical charts, and martelogical tables for calculating the ship’s point. But
above all, we will be introduced to life on board and meet the men who
are about to make the crossing. To guide us is the Logbook, the diary in
which Christopher Columbus wrote down everything he experienced
during those weeks.

240 pages
Modern History
Published

Antonio Musarra is a Research Fellow in Medieval History at La
Sapienza University of Rome and a Harvard Fellow. He works on naval
history of the medieval Mediterranean, the history of the Crusades and
the Latin Orient, and Franciscan history.
Among his books: Francesco, i Minori e la Terrasanta (La Vela 2019); Il
grande racconto delle crociate (with Franco Cardini, Il Mulino 2019). For Laterza: 1284. La battaglia della Meloria (2018) and Il Grifo e il Leone. Genova e
Venezia in lotta per il Mediterraneo (2020).

Luca Sarzi Amadè
Gonzaga: the Golden Age
Francesco and Isabella

Between the 15th and 16th centuries, Mantua reached its golden age,
becoming one of the capitals of Europe. That period was dominated by
Francesco II and his wife Isabella d’Este. The two spouses could not
have been more different: Francesco was a man of arms, action and
poor reading; Isabella was refined, elegant and well educated. And yet
their differences complemented each other on their ambition to transform a small town like Mantua into one of the cultural and political
centres of Europe, among intrigues, wars, conspiracies.

344 pages
Modern History
Published

Luca Sarzi Amadè, journalist, has collaborated with Rai, “La Repubblica” and “Il Giorno”. Among his books: Milano fuori di mano (Mursia
1987), Milano in periferia (Mursia 1991), Il duca di Sabbioneta. Guerre e amori
di un europeo errante (SugarCo 1990 e Mimesis 2013, international prize for literature City of Milan), L’antenato nel cassetto. Manuale di scienza
genealogica (Mimesis 2015) and Scipione Gonzaga. Vita burrascosa e lieta di un
aspirante cardinale del Cinquecento (Odoya 2017). For Laterza I Gonzaga.
Una dinastia tra Medioevo e Rinascimento (2020).

Fabio Ciconte
Who Owns the Fruits
of Earth?

Alec Trenta
Beard

Story of how I was born twice
A graphic novel that lightly
and gently recounts a path of
transition and transgenderism.

An extraordinary field survey
that explains how the whole
food chain works.

224 pages
Pubished

280 pages
Pubished
10,000 copies

320 pages
October 2022

Why do we get certain fruits
on the table and not others?
When we bite into a piece
of fruit or sip a glass of wine,
we don’t ask ourselves where
it comes from. But behind a
single apple lies a long and
complex process that involves
many players and, above all,
many interests.

“I was born Lisa, but inside I
have always been Ale: I just
had to give myself permission
to be me. Because in the end,
deep down inside, you know
who you are. Even if it’s not
easy to get there.”
224 pages
Graphic Novel
17x24

Carlo Greppi
German Partisans

Simone Pieranni
The New China

This book brings back to life
the power of a touching and
less-known story, that of Rudolf Jacobs, and the German
and Austrian Nazi deserters.
There were more than 10,000
soldiers who left the Wermacht and joined the Italian
partisans fighting a sort of civil
war. A story that Carlo Greppi
gives back with great literary
skill, but also with a solid documentation of historical sources, testimonies and a patient
research of historical data.

The new China has a complex
and multifaceted identity,
made up of contrasts, which
creates an explosive mix of
past and future that western
eyes have never seen.
This book is a gallery of memorable characters in a mix
of futuristic metropolises and
hutong, factories and countryside, ancient beliefs and
artificial intelligence, Neo-Marxism and Hypercapitalism.
Simone Pieranni is Italy’s most
followed and accredited journalist writing about China.

208 pages/Published

Rights to: Edhasa (Argentina)

Mauro Agnoletti
Atlas of Italian Forests

Stefano Boeri
Urbania

In Italy there are sixty forests
with unique characteristics.
This atlas lets us discover them
one by one, recounting their
history and specific features.
An extraordinary journey
through some of the lesser
known places in Italy, to
discover its extraordinary
biodiversity.

The time has come to rethink
and build a new habitat for
humanity—one that lets us
actively care for the quality
of our daily lives and for the
salvation of the planet.
One of the most influential
architects and urban planners
reveals radical new ideas
for the cities of the future in
an unusual diary, a working
notebook.
216 pages/Published

Rights to: Wyzoki Zamek (Polish)

Livio Sansone
The Lombroso Galaxy

272 pages
Pubished

Cesare Lombroso was one of
the Italian intellectuals with
the greatest influence on social
policy throughout the world,
in particular in South America.
At the end of the 19th century
in Brazil, Argentina and Cuba
a veritable cult developed
for the category of the ‘born
criminal’, for ‘physiognomy’,
with a very strong influence
on the repressive and prison
systems. A cultural phenomenon of enormous relevance
for understanding much of the
origins of racism.

Fabio Fabbri
The Dawn of the 20th
Century

328 pages
Pubished

Raffaele Simone
Grammar (taken seriously)

Roberto Bizzocchi
The Betrothed
The popular novel

Grammar is the engine that
silently makes languages work.
This book sets out to clarify
what grammar is when one
‘takes it seriously’, clearing
away the many misconceptions about it. In particular, it
shows that it is not a mass of
minute prescriptions, but the
culmination of Homo sapiens
seeking how to express what is
in his mind.
200 pages
Pubished

256 pages
Pubished

Gabriele Crescente
World History of
Lockdown

208 pages
November 2022

The pandemic has marked
a before and an after in all
our lives. It has forced us to
rethink the role of the state,
to reinvent the way we work,
it has questioned us on the
importance of emotional ties
and physical closeness. At the
heart of all these changes there is the lockdown experience,
of which this book provides
a timely chronicle, month by
month, country by country.

At the dawn of the 20th
century, in the two decades
from 1895 to 1914, a relevant
‘cultural revolution’ took place
in every field of human knowledge (from literature to music
and the arts).
A ‘new history’ of the Belle
époque that has the ambition
of telling the story of the
earthquake that swept through one culture and replaced it
with a new one.

This book is an invitation to
(re)read The Betrothed in a
slightly different way than
usual. We are here in the company not of an Italianist or a
Manzoni specialist, but of
a scholar of Italian history
who, after having read The
Betrothed as a boy, has more
recently redone it, finding it
not only very beautiful but also
very useful in shedding light
on some crucial aspects of the
Italian nation and the Italian
people.

Giuseppe Culicchia
Berlin is My Home

176 pages
Published

Imagine Berlin as if it were
your home and describe each
part of it as if it were a room.
We walk through the entrance
hall, the hallway, the kitchen,
the living room, the study, the
bedroom, the guest room, the
children’s room, the walk-in
closet, the bathroom, the storage room, the basement, the
attic, the terrace, the garden...
each one is a neighborhood
of the most iconic city at the
centre of the European cultural scene.

Books by Stefano Mancuso
Planting our World
Rights to: Profile (UK English); Other Press (World English); Albin Michel (France);
Klett Cotta (German); Galaxia Gutenberg (Castilian, Catalan); UBU (Portuguese/Brazil);
Alfa (Turkish); Cossee (Dutch); Duku (Chinese Simpl.); Bertrand (Portuguese/Portugal)

40,000 copies sold
pp. 192
Popular Science
with illustrations

It all begins and ends with plants. From the chance to live on this planet to the pleasure of
listening to the voice of a violin: every story begins with a plant. There is no getting around
it. We animals account for a paltry 0.3% of the planet’s biomass while plants add up to
85%. It is obvious, therefore, that every story on this planet has a plant as its protagonist.
Our world is a green world; Earth is the planet of plants. And when, with just a little
training, we are able to look at the world without seeing it solely as humanity’s playground,
we cannot help but notice the ubiquity of plants. They are everywhere and their stories are
inevitably wound up with ours.

The Nation of Plants
Rights to: Other Press (US English); Profile (UK English); Albin Michel (French); Klett
Cotta (German); Galaxia Gutenberg (Castilian, Catalan); Bertrand (Portuguese/Portugal);
Cossee (Dutch); Forest Book Co. (Korean); Duku (Chinese Simpl.); Alfa (Turkish); Bombora/Eksmo (Russian); Aula (Finnish)

70,000 copies sold
pp. 144
Popular Science

The First Charter of Rights of Living Beings written by the plants.
“Stefano Mancuso loves plants. The Italian scientist is one of the world’s leading plant neurobiologists, but he also has an exceptional knack for good storytelling.”
— PopMatters
“The Nation of Plants is not just recentering things from the plants’ point of view; it is
arguing more specifically that, for plant life just as for humans, the personal is political.”
— THE ATLANTIC

The Incredible
Journey of Plants
Rights to: Other Press (US English); Albin Michel (French); Klett Cotta (German); Galaxia
Gutenberg (Castilian, Catalan); Cossee (Dutch); UBU (Portugusese in Brazil); Duku (Chinese); Forest Book Co. (Korean); Alfa (Turkish); Koreny (Czech Rep.); Rinoceronte (Galician)

50,000 copies sold
pp. 144
with watercolors by
Grisha Fisher

“Mancuso is a genial narrator, who tells the story of plants’ journeys through well-crafted
stories that are embellished by the sweetly decorative watercolors of Grisha Fischer.
He effortlessly interweaves science with history, philosophy and humor and intro
duces fascinating characters, very much including the plants themselves, which take on
human, even heroic, traits.”
— WALL STREET JOURNAL

Recent Published Translation
John Foot
Blood and Power

Ian Kershaw
Personality and Power

(Georgina Capel Ass.)

(The Wylie Agency)

Enzo Traverso
Passés singuliers

Florence Rochefort
Histoire mondiale des
féminismes

The rise and fall of Italian
fascism

Le “je” dans l’écriture de
l’histoire
(Lux Editeur)

Builders and destroyers of
Modern Europe

(Que sais-je?/Humensis)
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