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Stories of pioneers, fugitives, veterans, fighters, hermits,
time travelers: the extraordinary stories of plants.

The Incredible Journey of
Plants
Stefano Mancuso
watercolors by Grisha Fisher

When we talk about migrations, we should study plants to 
understand that these phenomena are unstoppable. In the
many different ways and means plants use to move, we can 
see the incessant action and drive to spread life, which has led
plants to colonize every possible environment on earth. The
history of  this unstoppable expansion is unknown to most
people. We can begin our exploration by reading the stories
told by Stefano Mancuso, and traveling with the imagination
thanks to the poetic watercolors of  Grisha Fisher.

Generation after generation, using spores, seeds, or any other
means,  plants move in the world to conquer new spaces. The ferns
release huge quantities of  spores that can be transported thousands
of  kilometres via wind, for years. The number and variety of  tools
through which the seeds spread in the environment is astonishing.
In this way we have seeds dispersed by the wind, by rolling on the
ground, by animals in general,  or by specific groups such as ants,
birds, mammals. In animals this happens by ingestion or through fur
grips. Or finally, these seeds are spread also by water, or by simple
fall from the plant. This happens thanks to the swaying of  the
mother plant,  by propulsive mechanisms, the drying of  the fruit,
and many others.  
This book tells us wonderful and surprising stories: stories of  plant
movement, of  the unstoppable expansion that is so unknown to
most people. How plants convince animals to transport them
around the world, or how some plants need particular animals to
spread. Or also, how they have been able to grow in places so inac-
cessible and inhospitable to remain isolated in the end; how they re-
sisted the atomic bomb and the Chernobyl disaster; how they are
able to bring life on sterile islands; how they can travel through the
ages, as they sail around the world. 

Stefano Mancuso is one of  the world’s leading authorities in the
field of  plant neurobiology, which explores signaling and commu-
nication at all levels of  biological organization. He is the associate
professor at the University of  Florence and has published more
than 250 scientific papers in international journals. His bestseller
books Brilliant Green (with A. Viola, Giunti, 2013) and Plant Revolu-
tion (Giunti, 2017) have been translated into 17 languages.

208 pages - with color illustrations
Popular Science

This book is a fabulous object
that immerses us in the fascinating 
journey of  plants and their 
unstoppable expansion through
surprising stories and marvellous
watercolors. 

“Mancuso advocates for a 2nd
Copernican revolution, of  sorts.
Just as medieval people had to 
concede that the stars and planets
don't orbit Earth, we must accept
that the living world doesn't 
revolve around us.”
Maclean's



20 objects that speak: strong and loud. They tell us what
the Mediterranean has been: the inland sea par 
excellence, the sea between the lands.

The Mediterranean Sea 
in 20 Objects
Amedeo Feniello-Alessandro Vanoli

The Mediterranean is an ever changing and contradictory space,
crossed by different or common routes and destinies. How to tell
its history without getting lost in the thousand streams of  
storytelling? It can be done starting from what has made this sea
a world, a constant universe: we must start from objects. 

What is the Mediterranean? An inland sea, a sort of  huge lake. There
are many others in the world and almost all the continents have one.
For example, there is the American one, consisting of  the Gulf  of
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. Or the Sino-Malay one, which goes
from the South China Sea to the Indonesian and Filipino seas. The dif-
ference, however, is that when we talk about the sea between the Strait
of  Gibraltar and the coasts of  the Middle East, between Venice and
Alexandria, we talk about the inland sea par excellence: the Mediter-
ranean. How many times, how many civilizations, how many people,
religions, lives, loves, terrors, passions and fears have sailed over this
sea? For centuries. For millennia. 
The purpose of  this book is to investigate its charming history
through twenty objects. From bread to sword, from coral to guitar,
these objects have so many stories to tell; each of  them is nothing but
a river full of  facts, episodes and events which intersect and tie up to
create a huge dense plot: from Djerba to Beirut, from Genoa to 
Piraeus, from Istanbul to Barcelona. And from here they expand to
Africa, to central Asia, to India... This book will take you through
sounds, foods, traditions, amphorae, craters and barrels, wars and
peace, contraband and harmonies, compasses and nautical charts.

Amedeo Feniello teaches Medieval History at the University of
L'Aquila. He carried out teaching at EHESS in Paris and at North-
western University in Evanston, Chicago. Among his books: Under the
Sign of  Lion. History of  Muslim Italy (2011); From Sybil’s Tears. History of
the men who invented the bank (2013); Napoli 1343 (Mondadori, 2015) and
the children picture book The Child who invented Zero (2014). 

Alessandro Vanoli, historian of  the Middle Ages, expert in 
Mediterranean history, has taught at the University of  Bologna and 
at the State University of  Milan. Among his most recent publications:
Going to Arab Italy (Mulino, 2014); Stories of  Arabic Words (Ponte alle
Grazie, 2016); Mediterranean Migrations (Castelvecchi, 2017); The Silk
Road (with Franco Cardini, il Mulino, 2017).

208 pages - with illustrations
History

20 Objects:
1. Bread
2. Cup

3. Frying Pan
4. Lucerne

5. Parfume bottle
6. Net

7. Guitar
8. Suitcase

9. Amphora
10. Coral
11. Coin

12. Compass
13. Abacus
14. Puppets
15. Sword
16. Chain
17. Shear
18. Wreck

19. Ship
20. Fountain



The tragedy of exile, the greatest linguistic revolution ever
imagined. 

Dante
A life in exile
Chiara Mercuri

Sending someone into exile in 1300 Florence meant cutting
that person from all contacts, destroying his nest, throwing his
house down stone by stone, pillar by pillar. It’s June 1302 and
Dante is forced to leave Florence forever. He is 37 and there is
still no trace in him of  the literary giant he will become...

Seven hundred years of  rhetoric have transformed Dante Alighieri
into an artificial icon, in a high-brow image that has now covered
his life, like black smoke, and which in fact no longer speaks to us...
We no longer see the young man who, together with his friends
Guido, Lapo and Cino gave life to the circle of  poets determined to
express emotions directly, willing to talk to women, to determine
the change of  an entire society, and to find a new way of  doing 
poetry. These young men then consecrated themselves to politics,
fought to save democracy in Florence, bet on it and lost everything,
paying with a very bitter punishment: the exile. Dante’s exile begins
at the age of  37, while he is not yet the literary genius we all know.
To wake his talent up is not the tragic death, ten years before, of  the
long-beloved girl Beatrice. It is exile, the unfair trial, the infamous
and unexpected sentence and political plot against him, or the vile
accusation of  having stolen money from the republic and of  being
a corrupt man that breaks Dante: the wound to his pride is the
most lethal. His enemies destroyed his house, they expropriated and
seized everything they wanted. They destroyed his life, frightened
his family, his woman and their still young four children. A wave of
mud sweps away Dante Alighieri’s name and attempts to turn him
into a corruptor of  Florentine politics. It is too much. The linguistic
genius finally emerges, making Dante the most important writer of
his millennium. 

Chiara Mercuri has specialized in Medieval History in France.
Among her books: Saint Louis et La Couronne d’Epines (Riveneuve,
2011), which received the prestigious award Académie des Inscriptions
et Belles Lettres; La Vera Croce. History and legend from the Golgotha to
Rome (Laterza, 2014) and Francis of  Assisi. The denied story (Laterza,
2016).

Starting from the tragic experience
of  exile, a new outstanding portrait
of  the most important author in
world literature: Dante Alighieri.

Other titles by the same author
Francis of  Assisi. The denied story
sold to: 
Edicoes Loyola (Portuguese/Brazil); 
Edhasa Argentina (Spanish worldwide)

224 pages 
Medieval History/Memoire



An original and vivid vision of the Greek and Roman 
culture through the ritual of drinking wine.

Heroes Drink Wine
The ancient world in a glass
Laura Pepe

For the ancients consuming wine was part of  an extremely
complex ritual. In the cups from which Greeks and Romans
sipped, there are myths, social conventions, codes of  behavior,
ethical and philosophical imperatives, and much more.

A large part of  the identity of  Greeks and Romans revolves around
wine. With wine the heroes of  Homer pray, give hospitality and sign
agreements. In classical Greece wine is the indispensable fulcrum
around which the symposium revolves, the 'collective drink' in which
bonds of  friendship are strengthened, talks intertwine, boys and
courtesans are courted. In the Greek cities and then in Rome, the
first cup of  wine is the emblem of  a rite of  passage, which leads  to
adulthood and a more mature phase of  the existence. Not to men-
tion that wine is the gift of  the gods and is at the center of  a com-
plex of  religious rituals that, in addition to serving as a memorial and
thanksgiving, also remind the mortals who celebrate them the pitfalls
that hide in the wine. 
Dionysus - let us not forget it - is both a god of  wine and madness.
For this we must know how to drink it: mix it with water, share it
with others, sip it and never cheat it; be aware that it is the tool to
measure one’s own ability to control.

Laura Pepe teaches Ancient Greek Law at the University of  Milan.
She has published articles and scientific monographs on criminal law
and family law and is the author of  textbooks for secondary school,
including Mirabilia (Mondadori), and Grammar Picta (Einaudi School),
a Latin grammar of  innovative teaching approach.

“Ancient culture through wine. 
A book that entertains and teaches
us so many things!”  
Eva Cantarella

240 pages
Ancient History



We should just go back to the classical world 
to find our most natural interlocutors, 
those who have preceded us in our own questions.

When Life Meets You Half Way
Lucretius, Seneca and Us
Ivano Dionigi

This book finds Seneca and Lucretius talking about issues
that concern us: happiness, politics, truth, as if  it were natural
to have them meet in the close and lively form of  a dialogue,
where the word and the reason of  the one crosses with the
word and the reason of  the other. 

This is the challenge that yesterday's thought-seekers launch
to today's sedentary travelers.

Lucretius and Seneca have marked the history of  the West. They are
the symbols of  two opposing traditions of  thought, always divided
and antagonistic about everything: must we choose politics 
(negotium) or antipolitics (otium)? To remain alone on shore to 
observe (spectare) political storms or to get on board (agere) without
caring about our traveling companions? To adopt the laws of
physics or morality? Is the finis a border to be crossed or respected?
Once faced with God and Death: believe or figure it out?
Lucretius and Seneca wrote lasting words and achieved the survival
that one denied and the other wanted. For centuries they have 
battled oblivion (Lucretius, eclipsed throughout the Middle Ages,
will be randomly rediscovered in 1417 by Poggio Bracciolini in a
monastery near Constance), condemnations and conspiracies of  
silence - they were transcribed, translated, commented, bitterly 
censored or enthusiastically praised.
Lucretius and Seneca today can be our interlocutors. Not because
they have solved all the problems and therefore impose themselves
as models; but, more simply, because they preceded us in our own
questions; because, allergic to the single thought, they have 
proposed different conceptions of  the world; because, even on 
opposite sides, they have experienced what it means to bear the
truth: in solitude and in autonomy, with the help of  the reason
alone, just like us. 

Ivano Dionigi has been the dean of  the University of  Bologna. 
He is professor of  Latin Grammar and Literature and directs the
Study Center “La permanenza del Classico” of  the same University.
He is also president of  the Pontifical Academy of  Latinity. His last
book is The Present is Not Enough. The Latin Lesson (Mondadori, 2016).

Lucretius and Seneca are the 
paradigms of  two rival 
conceptions of  the world. 
Every time you set yourself  up
for the one, you doubt yourself
that perhaps reason stands with
the other: they are the icons of
the bigamy of  our thought and
our soul.

144 pages
Ancient Philosophy



Muhammad II, the 7th sultan of the Ottoman Empire,
the conqueror of Constantinople; he who put an end to a
bimillennial Empire that was considered universal.

Mohammed 
Pope and Emperor
Marco Cavina

The fall of  Constantinople in 1453 appeared to its contemporaries
as an epoch-making event. While the Turkish armies seemed 
destined to conquer Rome and establish a new Islamic empire, a 
climate of  terror spread throughout Europe, spreading prophecies
that predicted terrible consequences and foretold the end of  the
world. The Sultan himself, Muhammad II, believed that he was
rightly the heir of  the title of  “Roman Emperor”, and therefore the
only legitimate to reconstitute the ancient Empire: this time under
the sign of  Islam. On the European side, Pope Pius II, in one of
his direct letters, promised to Muhammad II the title and lands of
the Eastern Roman Empire provided that he was baptized and 
embraced Christianity. In this way the pope would become 
guarantor of  a Roman Catholic-Roman universalism following the
example of  Constantine. But none of  this happened: the political
and religious stiffening of  Muhammad II and the papacy made it
impossible to implement these projects. Yet, it is surprising the 
success of  the legend, put into circulation then, according to which
Muhammad the prophet would have been not only Christian, but
pope in pectore. This is a sign of  how strong the desire to end the 
violence was, and also an attempt to start the interreligious dialogue
between Christianity and Islam...

Marco Cavina is Professor of  History of  Medieval and Modern
Law at the University of  Bologna and has taught at the Universities
of  Modena and Udine. He directs the Center for the History of
Criminal Justice and the Inter-University Center for the History of
Italian Universities (CISUI). He has published numerous essays and
monographs on the history of  culture and law in modern times, on
the history of  criminal justice, duel and family, including Passing
Away at the Right Time. Euthanasia Cultures in European History (2015).
For Laterza he is the author of  The Blood of  Honor. History of  the Duel
(2005), The Dispossessed Father. The Paternal Authority from Antiquity to
Today (2007) and Blood Wedding. History of  Marital Violence (2011).

The conquest of  Constantinople by
the Turks in 1453 marks the end of
an empire; but it is also the origin of
dreams, aspirations, legends,
prophecies, bankruptcy projects, as
well as uncontrolled voices. 
It was the sign of  a dialogue 
between Islam and Christianity, 
between East and West.

176 pages
Modern History



Our civilization begins its journey in a mythical space:
the Garden of Eden. But what was the landscape exactly?

Eden and Surroundings
The rural landscape of the ancient Near East
Mario Liverani

Eden: for centuries scholars and researchers have questioned
the historical reality of  this primeval landscape. Today, for the
first time, we are in a position to provide a realistic picture of
that mythical place.

When Europe began its exploration of  the Near East, the 
descriptions about this area were summary, and often referred to
legendary and mythical connotations. Two myths in particular, with
a very strong symbolic meaning, described that landscape: the
Tower of  Babel as a metaphor of  the city and the Garden of  Eden
as a metaphor of  the countryside. Both symbols were characterized
by an element of  crisis: the Tower of  Babel had remained unfin-
ished and abandoned, the Garden of  Eden had been closed to man,
forced to migrate to less hospitable environments. 
When the first travelers came to the Near East, they found ruins 
instead of  cities, and the desert instead of  gardens. As the historical
and archaeological investigation progressed, information on ancient
cities (from Nineveh to Babylon) grew as a result of  excavations
and deciphering of  cuneiform writing. On the other side, 
the information about the countryside remained scarce and almost
nil. Ancient Eastern history became a matter of  kings and dynasties,
cities and palaces, scribes, craftsmen and merchants. Everyone
knows that the vast majority of  the ancient population consisted of
peasants and shepherds, but the reconstruction of  their lives and
their environment has been long excluded from the picture, due to
lack of  data but also due to lack of  interest. Today, however, the
conditions have changed. Huge masses of  data have been collected
over the years and new methods of  research have been developed.
we’re able to understand the landscape from which our civilization
sprouted thousand years ago.

Mario Liverani, professor emeritus of  History of  the ancient Near
East at the University of  Rome La Sapienza, has held courses in
many American and European universities. 
He directed excavations in Syria (Ebla), Turkey (Arslantepe) and
Libya (Acacus). Among his works Uruk, the First City (1998); Beyond
the Bible. Ancient History of  Israel (2003); Ancient Near East (new edi-
tion 2011); Imagining Babel. The Ancient Eastern City (2013); Assyria.
The Prehistory of  Imperialism (2017).

Other titles by the same author
Assyria
The Prehistory of  Imperialism
sold to: 
Editorial Trotta (Spanish worldwide)

Imagining Babel
The Ancient Eastern City
(Zayed Book Award for Arabic 
Culture in Other Languages)
sold to: 
Kalima (Arabic); 
De Grutyer (English worldwide); 
Bellaterra (Spanish worldwide)

The Ancient Near East
sold to: 
Routledge (English worldwide)

208 pages-with illustrations
Ancient History/Prehistory



The origins of modern Europe and the identity of two
populations: the history of a violent clash.

The Indomitable Enemy
Rome against the Germans
Umberto Roberto

The history of  the relationship between Rome, at the height of  its
power, and the Germans, is the story of  a violent confrontation. It
begins with the Roman conquest, completed at the end of  the first
century before Christ, the subjugation of  the indigenous peoples,
the exploitation of  resources and the construction of  Roman settle-
ments. However, events take another turn when a sudden insurrec-
tion led by Arminius, a former prefect of  the Roman army, routs
the Romans. The defeat of  the legions led by Varo in the battle of
Teutoburg seemed to jeopardize the survival of  the empire itself.
The Roman revenge by Germanico had an epic dimension: am-
bushes, betrayals, fleets sent to the limits of  the known world, until
the celebration of  the triumph with Arminio in chains. Then, unex-
pectedly, the decision of  Tiberius arrives. The prince renounces the
throne and brings the border of  the empire back to the left bank of
the Rhine. The Germans' rebellion and their ability to humiliate one
of  the most powerful empires in history first aroused controversy in
ancient times and then in modern and contemporary times. The re-
discovery of  the deeds of  the rebellious Germans against Rome ac-
companied the first in the development of  a new identity: in the
battles of  religious and political freedom of  modern Germany, but
also at the time of  Nazi Germany. In Italy, the conflict has given
impetus to the reflections of  many - from the Renaissance to the
Risorgimento, up to the post-unification period - on the relation-
ship between the two ancient populations and, by extension, be-
tween Italians and Germans.

Umberto Roberto is a professor of  Roman History at the Euro-
pean University of  Rome. He deals mainly with Roman history, as
well as with the relations between barbarians and the Roman world.
Among his publications, Diocleziano (Salerno Editrice, 2014) and
Roma Capta (Laterza, 2012).

In these pages Umberto Roberto
reconstructs the history, as well as
the myth, of  the clash that has 
contributed for hundreds of  years
to the shaping of  the identity and
mutual perception of  two 
populations.

Other titles by the same author
Roma Capta
The plunder of  Rome from the
Gauls to Lanzichenecchi
sold to: 
Editions du Seuil (French)

400 pages
Ancient History



A new fascinating and well documented investigation
that reopens one of the most celebrated court cases 
in history.

I Will Tell The Truth
The trial of Giordano Bruno
Germano Maifreda

February 17, 1600: after 80 months in jail Giordano Bruno is
sentenced to death and burned alive in Campo de Fiori.
That’s how things has gone.

Heroic intellectual coherence before the Inquisition: is this what led
Giordano Bruno at the stake? In reality, if  we look at the eighty
months he spent in prison - first in Venice, then in Rome - 
Giordano Bruno always conducted a bitter battle not to succumb,
not to die. He decided to overturn the table only when he finally
felt trapped, without any real possibility of  safeguarding both him-
self  and his philosophy. The decision to go to the stake was there-
fore taken only at the end of  the long trial. What exactly happened
at that moment? How did it come to him, and why? For what rea-
son did Bruno - unlike some of  his illustrious contemporaries, in-
cluding Tommaso Campanella and Galileo Galilei - after having
long fought to affirm his truth, finally decide to close in obstinacy
and accept the ultimate consequences of  the sentence imposed
from the inquisitors? Why, after repeatedly declaring his willingness
to do so, did he refuse a false abjure to save his life? 
The book addresses these questions by retracing, even through un-
published documents, the intellectual itinerary of  the Nolano in the
courts of  all Europe and analyzing the various stages of  his process.
The reconstruction of  the last phase, which took place in a 
turbulent international political conjuncture, shows the desire of  the
Holy Office to reach an exemplary condemnation of  the philoso-
pher, and stay loyal to the king of  France Henry IV, at any cost:
faced with evident mystifications and manipulations (and the proba-
ble use of  a spy), Bruno finally gave up saving his philosophy and
his life.

Germano Maifreda, specialist in economic, social and cultural 
history of  the Modern Age, is professor of  Economic History at
the University of  Milan. He recently took interest in the events of
the inquisitorial process at Giordano Bruno, discovering unpub-
lished documents and formulating an innovative interpretation of
the process and the reasons for the famous philosopher's death sen-
tence. Among his publications, From Oikonomia to Political Economy.
Constructing Economic Knowledge from the Renaissance to the Scientific Revo-
lution (Ashgate, 2012) and Inquisitor's Invoices. Business and Justice of
Faith in Modern Italy (Einaudi, 2014, translated into English).

The battle of  Giordano Bruno for
his own physical and philosophical
survival, the whole story of  his
trial, the search for truth, and his
death as an extreme instrument of
protest and a spark for future
change. This book tells this 
incredible story in a new and 
extremely well documented way.

328 pages
History/Memoir



I, Agrippina
Andrea Carandini

Agrippina is one of  the most controversial and fascinating female figures in the 
history of  Rome. Daughter of  Germanicus and Agrippina the Elder, granddaughter
of  the first Roman emperor Augustus, she was also the younger sister of  Caligula, as
well as the niece and wife of  Claudius and mother of  Nero. Through a first-person
narration, Andrea Carandini rebuilds her life. The book has all the narrative force of
a biography written in the manner of  an  autobiography.

Andrea Carandini is Professor Emeritus of  Archeology and History of  Greek and
Roman Art at the University of  Rome La Sapienza. He conducted the most impor-
tant excavations between the Palatine Hill and the Roman Forum. Since February
2013 he has been President of  the FAI (National Trust for Italy). 
Among his most recent publications: Rome. Day one (Laterza, 2007); The Houses of
Power in Ancient Rome (Laterza, 2014) The Atlas of  Ancient Rome (Princeton UP, 2017).

An exceptional story told with great narrative flair by the best
known Italian archaeologist.

312 pages
Ancient History/Memoir

Other titles by the same author
Rome Day One
sold to: 
Princeton Up (English worldwide)
Bellaterra (Spanish worldwide)

The Trial of Socrates 
Mauro Bonazzi

The trial of  Socrates is an enigma that has been raising questions for over two 
thousand years. Why was Socrates accused when he was seventy years old for 
something he had done for his whole life? Also, why did he decide not to 
defend himself, thus signing his death sentence? 
Mauro Bonazzi offers a new reading: without a doubt the oligarchic 
sympathies of  Socrates did not help him in the trial, but it wasn’t because of  them
that Socrates was sentenced to death. The true object of  dispute in this fateful story
was Socrates’ philosophy, and the core reason for his conviction.

Mauro Bonazzi is one of  the most acclaimed Italian scholar of  Ancient Philosophy.
He teaches History of  Ancient Philosophy at the University of  Milan and at the 
University of  Utrecht. 
Among his most recent publications: Athens, the Restless City (Einaudi, 2017); Through
the Eyes of  the Greeks (Carocci, 2016); In Search of  Ideas. Platonism and Hellenistic 
Philosophy from Antiochus to Plotinus (Vrin, 2015); Platonism (Einaudi, 2015). 

The most famous trial in history, a compelling reconstruction.

176 pages
Ancient Philosophy/History



A radical and courageous book on the void that has been
created between the ‘left’ and the ‘people’.

The Violent Motion of History
Luciano Canfora

In a time where obscurantist political forces take over a large
part of  Europe, it’s time to reflect on history. 

The lesson we learnt at the end of  the 20th century can open a criti-
cal and realistic perspective: that no return is really a return to the
starting point, and that no restoration is really ever total. With a
strong prose, Luciano Canfora highlights the problems and phe-
nomena that we thought had disappeared in the folds of  history,
but instead, as if  time had followed a spiral movement, are re-pro-
posed today, in new ‘clothes.’ History’s progress can sink us into de-
pressing lowlands or rise us to hasty illusions. In any case, the lesson
that comes to us from history is that, after the exhaustion of  a 'rev-
olution', the conditions for a new shock inevitably ripen. 

“On his deathbed Mao said a word that sums up his thought: ‘Tell young Chinese
people to remember Yu Kung’. Yu Kung is the protagonist of  a peasant tale. The
tale is about an old farmer who wanted to flatten a mountain with a hoe, just him
and his sons. Those who saw him at work told him that it was nonsense, to which
the old man replied: ‘I will die but my children will remain. My children will die,
but my grandchildren will remain and so generations will follow each other end-
lessly. The mountains are high, but they can not become taller. With each stroke
of  a hoe they will become lower.’ 
The logic of  Mao fits the peasant’s. Social iniquities are high and powerful, but
they can be overthrown. In fact there have been plenty over the centuries, even if
other injustices were happening too. But even those will fall under the hooves of
a revolution, that to be true has to be permanent.”
(From the Diary of  Pietro Nenni)

Luciano Canfora is professor emeritus at the University of  Bari.
He edits the Quaderni di Storia series and writes for daily newspaper
Il Corriere della Sera. His works published by Laterza, which have
been widely translated all over the world, include: History of  Greek
Literature; Books and Freedom; Julius Caesar. The Democratic Dictator;
Masterclass on Greek Literature; Critique of  Democratic Rhetoric; Democ-
racy. History of  an Ideology; The Eye of  Zeus. The Misadventure of  Democ-
racy; The First March on Rome; The Nature of  Power; The World of
Athens; “Europe Has Asked Us To!”: False!; The Crisis of  Utopia. Aristo-
phanes vs Plato; The Democratic Mask of  Oligarchies. A Dialogue (with G.
Zagrebelsky); Augustus Son of  God.

A cry for help for the affirmation of
the new fascist movements, who are
ready to profit from the uneasiness
of  those citizens closed between the
demolition of  welfare and the war
with the other poor. 

Other titles by the same author
The World of  Athens
sold to: 
Anagrama (Spanish wordwide)
Companhia das Letras (Portuguese/Brazil)

Giulio Cesare
The Democratic Dictator
sold to: 
Flammarion (French)
Liberdade (Portuguese/Brazil)
Ariel (Spanish worldwide)
Editura All (Romanian)

Books and Freedom
sold to:
Siruela (Spanish worldwide)

112 pages
Current Affairs/Politics



Popolocracy
The metamorphosis of our democracies
Ilvio Diamanti - Marc Lazar

The popularization of  political practices has unearthed the myth of  ‘true democracy’
forged by the ‘authentic people’ undermining the foundation of  the representative
democracy. Today’s democracy has been transformed and has began to absorb 
elements of  populism into itself: either by adjusting the political language, by shifting
the nature of  parties, or finally, by stretching the choices and strategies of  the
government. In a word, democracy is transforming itself  into a popolocracy.

Ilvo Diamanti is Professor of  Political Science at the University of  Urbino Carlo Bo,
where he founded and directs the “Lab of  Political and Social Studies”, and he is also
Scientific Director of  Demos. He writes for the newspaper la Repubblica. 

Marc Lazar is professor of  History and Political Sociology at the Sciences Po Insti-
tutes in Paris, where he directs the “Centre d’Histoire.” He deals in particular with the
history of  the European Left and in Italian political history. 

What are the consequences of populism on democracy?

312 pages
Current Affairs/Politics

Rights sold to:
Gallimard (French)

Against Inequality
A  manifesto
AG.I.R.E

In the last thirty years there has been a huge shift of  income from wages to revenues,
from labor to capital. The result is a society divided into ‘losers’ and ‘winners’: on the
one hand, middle classes, workers and clerks; on the the other, groups of  executives
and managers. Thus unemployment has become an increasingly difficult problem to
manage: the economies risk stagnation and need artificial stimulation to work, but
this creates problems that put their negative effects on workers, middle classes and
young people. The growth of  inequalities jeopardizes the resilience of  our society and
the economy itself. But it is still possible to reverse the route before the abyss. 

This manifesto is promoted by AG.I.R.E. (Against Inequality Rebuild Equity), 
a group of  scholars convinced that combating inequality today is an absolute priority
for the economy, the society and democracy.

Inequality is the main problem of our time. Only a real awareness
can provide the right tools for a reaction.

120 pages
Current Affairs/Politics

This book not only explains us
the ‘how’ and ‘why,’ but
invites us to join the struggle for
a real change in the name of
democracy and justice.



The F Family
Anna Foa

A family story consists of  many small memories and personal perceptions. This is the
case of  the Foa family: from the grandparents, to father Vittorio and mother Lisa, to
the children Anna, Renzo and Bettina. In this book, as if  looking through an old
album, we can see fascism reenacting, prison, the Resistance, the Shoah, the post-war
period, 1968, the terrorism years, Lisa’s commitment to Lotta Continua, her anti-con-
formism, and finally Vittorio's long and wise old years. 
A family in which the political passion and the civic commitment were so strongly in-
tertwined with the development of  daily life, so to educate and take over relationships
and feelings. 

Anna Foa taught Modern History at the University of  Rome La Sapienza. She has
specialized in the History of  Culture in the Early Modern Age, History of  Mentality,
and the History of  the Jews. Among her publications for Laterza: The Jews of  Europe
after the Black Death (n.e. 2004), Diaspora. The History of  Jews in the 20th century (2011),
43, Portico D’Ottavia. One house in the ghetto in the long winter of  1943 (2015).

The history of the Italian left can also be seen as a “family story.” 

208 pages
Memoir/History

Disown Your Father
Giovanni Tizian

For a boss, the family counts more than money and power. Because wives, children,
and grandchildren guarantee the continuity of  the empire. The 'ndrangheta - the most
powerful and branched mafia in the world - bases its strength on blood ties. It is
much more than just a criminal phenomenon: it is a culture steeped in violence and
death that is handed down from generation to generation. Today, however, teaching
the offspring the unwritten laws of  crime has irreversible consequences: the removal
of  children from the family unit. This is the new front of  the fight against the gangs.
Since 2012, almost 50 young children have been taken from their godfathers. 
This is the story of  their lives. Stories of  children who disown their fathers, and of
courageous mothers who have chosen to abandon their husbands to their fate of  
loyalty to the law of  the clan.

Giovanni Tizian (Reggio Calabria, 1982) is a journalist for the weekly magazine L'E-
spresso. He has wroked for various newspapers, including La Repubblica. 
He is the author of  Gothic. 'Ndrangheta, Mafia and Camorra Cross the Line (Round Robin,
2011), Our War Is Never Over (Mondadori, 2013) and The Clan of  the Invisible (Mon-
dadori, 2014). He has won numerous awards, including the Enzo Biagi award, the
Golden Dove for Peace, the Biagio Agnes award and the Giuseppe Fava award. Since
2011 he lives with security.

A journey-investigation (with exclusive interviews) in the abyss of
'ndrangheta families decimated by a distorted sense of honor.

224 pages
Current Affairs/Inquiry

“How big is the symbolic debt that
binds children to their parents?
And to what extent does the right
respect for those who have gener-
ated and looked after our life justify
our devotion? An important book-
investigation on the war conducted
in Calabria to steal from the mafia
bosses’ parental authority.”
Massimo Recalcati



Theology for Uncertain Times
Brunetto Salvarani

Jonah, Noah, Jacob, Job, Qohelet, Jesus: these characters of  the Bible hustle, work,
fall in love and fight, lie and betray, kill and are killed, desire and dream, eat and get
excited. They are, like the all men and women of  all times, called to deal with the
fragility of  being human. In a journey that mixes the ancient wisdom of  the Bible
and our present condition, this book looks at the Bible as a long, slow and laborious
exercise to reconcile humanity with its own weakness, its own limits, and its fears. 

Brunetto Salvarani is a theologian, journalist, writer and radio host. He teaches The-
ology of  dialogue at the Theological Faculty of  Bologna, and at the Institutes of  
Religious Sciences of  Modena, Forlì and Rimini. Finally, he is the president of  the
Association of  Friends of  Nevè Shalom - Waahat as-Salaam.

A very modern (and very human) reading of the Bible.

208 pages
Theology/Religion

“Fragility can become a precious
gift. By reconsidering some of
the extraordinary characters of
the Bible, this book reminds us
of  it and excites us.”
Vito Mancuso

The Immobile Church
Pope Francis and the missed revolution
Marco Marzano

Even though you might have different perceptions about him, Pope Francis has
barely reformed anything in the Church. His undoubted gifts 
as communicator and spiritual leader distract public opinion from the complete paral-
ysis of  the Church's structural change process. Why did Francis reform so little? Ac-
cording to the author - expert and esteemed connoisseur of  the Catholic world - the
Argentinian pope (helped in this effort by the unchanged Roman curial apparatus)
came to the conclusion that reforming the Church is complicated, risky and ulti-
mately quite useless. 

Marco Marzano is a scholar of  the Catholic world and a professor of  Sociology at
the University of  Bergamo. He is a regular columnist of  Il Fatto Quotidiano. Among his
most recent publications, What remains of  Catholics. Inquiry on the crisis of  the Church in
Italy (Feltrinelli, 2012), Mission impossible. The Catholic reconquest of  the public sphere (with
Nadia Urbinati, Il Mulino, 2013) and The Horizontal Society. Free without fathers (with
Nadia Urbinati, Feltrinelli, 2017).

Pope Francis has been spoken of as a true revolutionary interested
in radically changing the Church. But is that really true? 

184 pages
Current Affairs/Religion

Rights sold to:
Herder (German)



Camporammaglia is like an Italian Macondo: 
isolation keeps it suspended in a space-time bubble.

The 80 of Camporammaglia
Valerio Valentini

A small district, a collective story, a tangle of  lifes and places
full of  courage and desolation. A novel that with realistic 
impetus testifies a way of  living that seems to belong to an
outdated era.

Camporammaglia is in Abruzzo, Italy. In the middle of  the Apen-
nines. Eight hundred meters above sea level. Five kilometers from
the nearest bar. Ten from the first supermarket. Seventeen from the
center of  L’Aquila, the region’s main city, which on that unlucky
April 6th, 2009 collapsed on itself, killing thousands of  people. The
eighty inhabitants of  Camporammaglia, however, resist. Not even
an earthquake can break their obstinate temper, firm as the fingers
inside a fist, an emblem of  strength and courage. Valerio Valentini,
a young and talented writer, who had just reached adulthood as the
earth broke, walks us through this with skill, tenderness and inten-
sity. The author uses a coloured and punctual vocabulary, like a
painting by Seurat, ancestral while at the same time modern, noble
and even vernacular: a choral affair. But The 80 of  Camporammaglia is
much more than a choral novel; it is also, and above all, a coming-
of-age novel. Although the main subject are the 80 citizens, the 
narrating self  is always present on the page.  The most beautiful
pages are those that describe the narrator's conscience, his change
of  mind. A bitter and even harrowing story - that of  the 2009
earthquake in L'Aquila - but with a rare feature: it is a dry and
serene book, impervious to complaining. There are no guilty parties,
it’s just life that works that way.

Valerio Valentini was born in L'Aquila in 1991. Growing up in
Collemare, a small town in the Abruzzo Apennines, in 2010 he
moved to Trento to attend University. He lived in England, and
later in France during study abroad opportunities. In the meantime
he collaborated with Minima & Moralia, Internazionale.it and Arti-
colo21 and joined the editorial staff  of  the 404: FileNotFound
webzine. In 2015 he graduated in Modern Literature. This is his
first novel.

Winner of the 
Campiello Prize 2018

opera prima

“Of  this novel remains, above all,
the freshness of  the voice - that of
a boy who tells a decaying world of
which he is a son and a witness.”
Donatella di Pietrantonio

“An extraordinary book, both in
terms of  depth of  observation 
and in clear and elegant writing,
with long periods and a punctual
vocabulary.”
Claudio Giunta

152 pages
Fiction



A proletarian epic, moving and ironic, written from the
lower layers of life.

108 metres
The new working class hero
Alberto Prunetti

...And you think you’re so clever and classless and free  
But you’re still fucking peasants as far as I can see...

Alberto: he is the new working class hero. And although he
thinks to be so cool and far from his family’s social class,
being son of  workers not only can you see it, but indeed you
can feel it from a mile.

A brilliant memoir that is a bit of  a novel, a bit of  an essay on the
other side of  the brain drain: the exodus of  young Italian people in
the UK looking for a definitely unqualified job. And so a new prole-
tariat mixes with the local one: from old sailors to actors who end
up working in lurid kitchens. In the background, Brexit and the im-
poverished working class that seeks its own pride. A story among
fights, beers, football and characters of  old novels reborn in the
kitchens of  Bristol, all while the ghost of  Baroness Thatcher haunts
the protagonist. And when Alberto decides to return to his home-
town in Tuscany, Piombino, after a thousand comic misadventures,
he finds the same devastation he left. Piombino is now a city that
has lost its factories and pride, so similar to the desert that invades
all of  Europe. 
A proletarian epic dense with Yemeni servants, Turkish masters of
Italian restaurants, a rosary of  injustices that the narrator lives and
narratively veers between the comic, the moving and the grotesque.
It is a book in which we laugh a lot and we are moved a lot too, be-
cause the six dynamic chapters are interspersed with ‘a back to the
origins’ that is a return to Tuscany, to the 108 meters of  rails fused
in the blast furnace of  Piombino, now off: it is there that everything
has a tender beginning and a tragic end (that of  his father Renato).

PS: 108 meters is the standard length of  the railway tracks built in
Italy in the past but adopted everywhere.

Alberto Prunetti (Piombino, 1973), translator and editor, he lived
in England, working as a cleaner, pizza chef  and kitchen assistant.
He published Amianto. A working history (Alegre).

Take 1/3 of  Robert Louis Steven-
son's Treasure Island, 1/3 of  Riff-
Raff  by Ken Loach, and1/3 of  a
Tuscan vernacular: mix them 
together, and shake the syntax
joints with rude grace. You will get
an explosive cocktail that alters
your perception.

“There are not many Italian 
authors at this level. Being pleasant
but also inconvenient and annoy-
ing, controversial but always pro-
foundly human does not normally
lead to winning prizes. For those
who don’t care about the prizes,
hats off: we have a great novel.”
Valerio Evangelisti

146 pages
Fiction



Small Town
A common story of heroin
Vanessa Roghi

A memoir masterfully written that deals with a story, so far, never told: that of
heroin. Tens of  thousands of  drug addicts, a disappeared generation on which
a veil of  oblivion has been laid on. Even nowadays, in a time when the issue is
dramatically returning.

“When my father gets arrested for heroin dealing, I am 15. I am in high school, and I don’t tell
anyone in school about it. I can’t find the words to do it, although, I don’t think I even look
for them. It is something that has happened, and that is it. There are two clear images from
those days in my mind. The first;  my father walking in the Union Street, hugging his partner.
He can’t keep himself  upright. I think he is drunk. I don’t understand. The second; my uncle
telling me that my father is in jail because he is a drug addict, and taking me to see him. The
prison: small, almost an apartment. His cellmate locked up there because he hunted a pheasant
illegaly. I reconstruct images, sentences from the past, and suddenly, I understand everything.
Everything? I see the small town and its inhabitants.”

Vanessa Roghi, historian, is the author of  TV documentaries for “La Grande Sto-
ria”, Rai Tre. She teaches Contemporary History and History and TV at La Sapienza
University of  Rome. For Laterza she published The Subversive Letter. From Don Milani to
De Mauro, the Power of  Words (2017).

A courageous book that shatters a wall of silence starting from the
most difficult and painful point of view: the personal one.

208 pages
Memoir/Narrative Non Fiction

“This is a story that is generally
not told. It is not even worthy of
a story. It's just a small heinous
story.”

Mario’s War
Mario Mirri

Being a partisan meant going up into the mountains, sleeping in the open,
eating very little, and badly, walking around the mountains with a sten 
hanging from your shoulder waiting for the Germans to shoot at you.

“How was life when you were young?” This is the question a boy asks Mario. This is
the question that brings back to life, almost magically, a lost world, where the farmers
were still central, the children were many, and the goods scarse. Young Balilla (name
for young boys during fascism) Mario finds himself  confronted with the discovery of
a father who secretly listens to Radio Londra or the sudden disappearance of  his 
Jewish classmate. But it is war that makes a change. The ‘back-stabbing’ of  the fascist
regime to France pushes young Mario, with other comrades, to clandestinely join
Giustizia e Libertà and then the Resistance. These years, with the pain, the tortures
suffered, the loss of  friends, but also the contact with the ‘world of  men’, will be 
essential in his ethical and political formation and that of  an entire generation.

Mario Mirri (1925-2018), a student of  Delio Cantimori and Armando Saitta, was the
founder and inspirer of  the so-called “Pisan school”, and one of  the most important
Italian historians. He taught Modern History at the University of  Pisa and was one of
the founders of  the magazine Società e Storia.

The story of a boy born in 1925, raised in fascist Italy, who chooses
to rebel and fight for freedom.

144 pages
Memoir/History



Paris, Railroad Side

Alessandro Perissinotto

“We ‘might as well’ go back to Paris.”
What counts here is the ‘might as well’, as if
Paris, after all, was not a first choice:  We might as
well, in the absence of  more exotic, more un-
usual, more fashionable places, go to Paris. Yes,
because in Paris we have already been, several
times now. The Eiffel Tower? Check. Mont-

martre? Check. The Louvre? You can never end seeing it, but the Mona Lisa,
the Venus of  Milo, the Nike of  Samothrace, all checked off  the list. The Im-
pressionists' works? Also those, we’ve seen, first at the Museum of  Jeu de
Pomme and then at the Musée d'Orsay. So what are we going to do in Paris?
Simple, let's live it, just wander around, far and wide, without the anxiety of
forced visits, without the voice of  our inner tourist guide asking us: "But how,
you went to Paris and you didn’t even go to Notre Dame? "Yes, it will happen,
you will begin to wander through the less monumental neighborhoods and you
will forget, for once, that there, between two arms of  the Seine, landed a
spaceship shaped like a cathedral, and if, returning to the hotel late at night,
you will see the illuminated apse from the bridge de l'Archêveché, you will say
"Tomorrow I go there", but, for sure, you will have more to do ...

Contromano Series

Other Titles of  the Series:

Giorgio Vasta, Lost
rights sold to: 
Gallimard (French); 

Emmanuela Carbé, My Pet
Salmon [English text available]

Mauro Covacich, Trieste Upside-
Down
rights sold to: 
Wagenbach (German); Vukov & Runjic
(Croatian); Literarno Umetnisko Drustvo
Literatura (Slovenian)

Marco Cassini, Typos. Diary of an
incorrigible publisher 
rights sold to: 
Trama Editorial (Spanish)

Antonella Anedda, In praise of my
Island. The Maddalena Archipel-
ago

Fabio Genovesi, Forte dei Marmi

Roberto Alajmo, Palermo is an
Onion
rights sold to:
Haus Publishing (World English) - La Fosse
aux ours (French) - Simurg (Spanish) - 
Laurella & Wallin (Swedish)

Tommaso Pincio, Zero Star Hotel

Emiliano Gucci, By Bike through
the Rows. From Prato to Chianti
and back
rights sold to:
Elytis (French)

160 pages Fiction/Travel Writings

Genoa Macaja

Simone Pieranni

Macaja is a word of  the Ligurian language, proba-
bly of  Greek origin, which indicates a particular
meteorological condition that occurs in the Gulf
of  Genoa.  It is when the sirocco wind blows, the
sky is overcast and the humidity is very high.
However, macaja also has a metaphorical meaning
and expresses a particular melancholic and gloomy
mood too. Genoa is a way of  being. Genoa is a

continuous high and low, it is an infinite ascent and descent; it is a continuous
enclosing, restricting, containing. Genoa is megalomaniac, with the history of  
the historic center and the macaja. Genoa hides and deceives. 
Seemingly shy and on its own; underneath it always thinks about keeping
chances for escape open...

156 pages Fiction/Travel Writings



A book on the power of handwriting, by one of the most
important Italian calligraphers

In Praise of Handwriting
Francesca Biasetton

When we write by hand time slows down, it becomes ours, it
detaches us from the soffocating daily urgency. In other
words, it allows us to be with ourselves.

Our handwriting says a lot about us. It is like our face and our
voice, it is unique and "resembles" us: it represents and identifies us.
Writing is the visible trace of  the movements of  the hand, the mark
we trace on the paper. 
Francesca Biasetton, calligrapher of  international fame, shows us
how handwriting involves a partial abandonment of  the daily rou-
tine. It also allows us to get a hold on some slow time, impossible
otherwise in the hyper-connected present. Handwriting is a practice
and concrete gesture that returns to interest more and more people,
after years of  extreme depersonalization and automation of  writing
through computers, smpartphones and tablets, in the name of  effi-
ciency and speed. This book will be in the hands of  those who love
to get the contact with the raw material back, who enjoy the taste of
concrete practice, the emotional meaning of  the unrepeatable signs
traced with one’s own hand, all this in a single moment, for a spe-
cific purpose...

Francesca Biasetton has been a professional calligrapher and illus-
trator for over twenty years. She specialized in Italy, Belgium, Ger-
many and England. After deepening her knowledge of  formal
alphabets, she concentrated on other expressive forms of  calligra-
phy. She worked for publishing, cinema, and cultural events.

“We have mistakenly believed all
these years that we could give up
handwriting preferring the typed
text, but we are realizing just now
that this would mean renouncing a
large part of  our humanity ...”

136 pages
Essay/Crafts



Take the Money 
and Run
Finance explained through movies

Marco Onado

From Ganster Story to The Big Short.
Films help us understand, while hav-
ing fun, the mechanisms of  economy

and finance.
This book is a valuable guide to orient yourself  in a world
with a high rate of  technical complexity.

Movies:
1. Gangster Story: the fascination of  bank robbery
2. Catch Me If  You Can : gold, bills, checks, electronics
3. It’s a Wonderful Life: the community bank against the greedy
banker
4. Mary Poppins: banks in history
5. Trading Places: the domain of  speculation
6. Barbarians at the Gate: greed as a virtue
7. From Apocalypse Now to Inside Job: the long wave of  the crisis
8. The Big Short: the Great financial crisis
9. Margin call: finance and work
10. Chinatown: the rules of  finance
11. Dr. Strangelove: how I learned to love finance and live happily

176 pages/Economy 

World History of
Sicily

Giuseppe Barone

A journey of  almost 5.000 years, 
a story in 100 stops that aims to 
underline the complexity of  a 
civilization.

Among all the regions of  Italy, Sicily is certainly the one that is
most directly linked to a global dimension of  historical
processes. Located in the center of  the Mediterranean, already
in the antiquity it had found itself  to be a millenary hinge of
people, cultures, religions and economies. Greeks, Phoenicians,
Romans, Arabs, Normans, French, Spaniards have reached its
beaches over the centuries. They have inhabited, governed,
guarded or devastated, always leaving relationships, meetings
and clashes to settle. All but an isolated island.

416 pages/History

The Age of  
Fragmentation 
Book culture and digital schooling

Gino Roncaglia

Despite the massive horizontal
complexity of  the network, its 
contents are, however, generally

granular and fragmented. The vertical complexity typical
of  the printed book culture gets sacrificed when moving
to a digital world.

Thanks to the digital revolution and the development of  the In-
ternet, a vast amount of  resources and contents are now avail-
able online, many of  which are useful for education purposes,
as well as for personal and professional training. Is the age of
the network necessarily also the age of  fragmentation? What
strategies and tools can we use to encourage greater attention
when using digitally structured and complex content? How
does the role of  books, and specifically the action of  reading,
change in today and tomorrow's schools, where every student
has a smartphone? Gino Roncaglia tries to answer these ques-
tions by proposing, with an always clear and discursive style, a
vision on the digital and unique network.

240 pages/Education

The World's Score

Giovanni Bietti

The multicultural history of  the
last five hundred years in music:
from Opera to African-American
jazz, from the Suite to the World
Music. This book investigates the

extraordinary power of  music, its universal language, able
of  breaking space and time limits, and making distant
cultures dialogue.

This book is a journey into the cosmopolitan language that is
music: a language capable of  mixing, intertwining, merging dif-
ferent traditions at any latitude. From Orlando di Lasso to the
pacifist and universal ideals that inspired eighteenth-century
musicians such as François Couperin, nineteenth-century musi-
cians as Beethoven or twentieth-century musicians like Béla
Bartók, up to contemporary experiments involving extra-Euro-
pean cultures and sonorities.  Music reveals itself  always as a
means of  discovering the world. Music is the way to learn how
to value differences, an experience of  synthesis and enrichment.
Because music can tell us a lot about ourselves, about others,
about the world.

192 pages/Music



April 25, 1945
Liberation day

Carlo Greppi

This is the story of  three lives that are inextricably
intertwined. A story about clandestinity,  exhausting
arm wrestling and hand strokes. The story of  three
men who, fighting against the Nazi-Fascists, on 25
April 1945 tried to put the country back together
and build it from scratch
Raffaele Cadorna, Ferruccio Parri and Luigi Longo

were born a few kilometers and a few years from each other: with different back-
grounds, very different political and cultural biographies, yet a common destiny.
A military man, a shareholder and a communist meet for the first time on Au-
gust 26, 1944 and shake hands without knowing what will happen in the follow-
ing months, without knowing where they will be and if  they will still be alive, at
the end of  everything, eight months later. They also wonder who of  them will
be at the command posts in the moment of  the insurrection. These are hours
that mark one of  the deepest cracks in Italian history, those in which the leaders
of  the liberation movement meet with the hierarchy of  Salò in Milan. While all
around the negotiations the insurrection flare up, on the radio a calm and deter-
mined voice intimates to the Fascists: "Surrender or perish."

A pivotal day in the history of  Italy with the
suspense of  a detective story.

At 2.30 am on the 25th of  July, after ten hours of
debate, the majority of  the Italian Grand Council's
hierarchy voted the mistrust towards Mussolini. At

5.30 pm on the same day Mussolini was arrested by the carabinieri. These are the
24 hours of  a story that has always remained wrapped in a forest of  mystifying
stories and unanswered questions. In the many memories released in the follow-
ing years, the Duce and the hierarchs gave contrasting versions of  what was said,
how it was said and why it was said. Did the hierarchs really want to expel Mus-
solini away from power? Did they want to end the regime to save the homeland?
Or were they just traitors?
All those present were amazed by the Duce's slow reaction to the accusations
made against him during the session. Was he perhaps resigned to losing? Or did
he actually want to get out of  the spotlight? Traitors’ conjure? Patriots’ boldness?
Or the euthanasia of  the Duce? New documents finally allow us to answer these
questions.

Other Titles of  the Series:

5 May 1860 [Garibaldi to Marsala]
by Luigi Mascilli Migliorini

20 September 1870 [Porta Pia] 
by Vittorio Vidotto

29 July 1900 [The murder of 
Umberto I] 
by Marco Albeltaro

24 May 1915 [Italy enters the War]
by Elena Bacchin 

28 October 1922 [The march on
Rome] by Luca Baldissara

12 December 1969 [Piazza
Fontana bombing] by Mirco Dondi

16 March 1978 [Kidnapping of
Aldo Moro] by Miguel Gotor

26 January 1994 [Berlusconi en-
ters politics] by Antonio Gibelli

ten days that have made Italy Series

256 pages

July 25, 1943
The end of fascism

Emilio Gentile
256 pages



manifestos Series

The modern female protests are the image of  a new class strug-
gle. Increasingly growing feminist groups throughout the world
have been protesting against violence against women. Violence
in a broad sense in this case: not only physical violence, but also
the economic violence produced by neoliberalism,  and the
xenophobia against migration. The "coming forward" femi-
nism, together with that of  the career woman of  the recent
years have abandoned to their fate the vast majority of  women.
These women are those who do not have access to self-promo-
tion and/or individual advancement, as well as whose living
conditions can be improved only through policies that defend
social reproduction, reproductive justice and the guarantee of
labor rights. The new wave of  female mobilization must face all
these aspects in a frontal way. It must be a 99% feminism.

Carnism is a problem of  consciousness. Because the same
mentality that enables us to oppress nonhuman beings enables
us to oppress human beings, the solution is not to simply
change behaviors, but also to shift consciousness. You can be a
part of  the solution by making simple changes. You don’t have
to be fully vegan to make a difference. Pledge to be as vegan as
possible. Pledge to learn more, so you can make informed deci-
sions and become increasingly awake. Pledge to be a vegan ally.
Pledge to make this manifesto for the animals more than just
words on paper, but a call to awakening, a call to consciousness
for a better world. 

Manifesto for the 
Basic Income

Federico Chicchi -  
Emanuele Leonardi

We must stop considering basic income exclusively as a tool for
public policy to combat poverty, because it would thus only end
up being used as a simple measure to rebalance the growing
distortions of  neoliberal capitalism. Instead, basic income must
be understood as a social, ethical and political opportunity: so-
cial, because it can reduce the burden of  precariousness on the
lives of  workers; ethical, because it is a protection from the hu-
miliation of  poverty; political, because it can constitute a com-
mon ground for the multiple practices of  opposition to
capitalist exploitation.

Originally released in 2013, Nick Srnicek's and Alex Williams
“Accelerate Manifesto” is one of  the most debated and contro-
versial political writings of  the last few years. Starting from a
critique of  the left-wing 'folk politics', perched on nostalgisms
that are now unworkable, the authors try to imagine what the
characteristics of  a modern left would be: if  it took the
Promethean impulse that is inscribed in its DNA. Finally, what
the left could look like if  it were to keep up with the new, com-
plex and technological world.

64 pages
Afterword by Marta Fana and 
Simone Fana

Accelerate Manifesto

Nick Srnicek - Alex Williams

64 pages
Afterword by Valerio Mattioli

Manifesto for the 
Animals

Melanie Joy
64 pages
Afterword by Leonardo Caffo

Manifesto for a 99%
Feminism

Cinzia Arruzza  
Tithi Bhattacharya
Nancy Fraser 
64 pages



recent sales and bestseller

The Die Is Cast
Caesar and the capitulation of Rome

Luca Fezzi

Rights sold to:
Yale Up (English worldwide)
Belin (French)

A formidable account on the 
founding event of  the Roman 
Empire.

Fantasia

Bruno Munari

Rights sold to:
Gustavo Gili (Spanish) 
Doosung (Korean)
Edicoes 70 (Portuguese)
Aronov (Russain) 
Czuly Barbarzynca Press (Polish)
Misuzu Shobo (Japanese)

In Search of Lost Books

Giorgio Van Straten

Rights sold to:
Suhrkamp (German)
Pasado y Presente (Spanish)
Actes Sud (French)
Pushkin Press (English)
Giangdong People (Chinese)
Unesp (Portuguese/Brazil)
Mujintree (Korean)
Pantheon (Turkish)
Elsinore/2020 (Portuguese/Portugual)

Food Mirages

Marcello Ticca

Rights sold to:
Vogais/2020 (Portuguese/Portugal)
Nika (Turkish)
Senac (Portuguese/Brazil)

How many times have we heard that
fish is good for memory, or that fruit
must be eaten far from meals (and
possibly eat its skin too); or also that
eggs are bad for the liver, and finally
that rice is lighter than pasta? Too
bad; they are all lies!

Mussolini vs Lenin

Emilio Gentile

Rights sold to:
Alianza (Spanish worldwide)

Did Mussolini and Lenin ever meet?
Between 1902 and 1904 they both lived in
Geneva, Switzerland. It's not unreasonable
to think they may have unwittingly met in
the Handwerck pub...

The Brilliant Language
9 reasons to love ancient greek

Andrea Marcolongo

Rights sold to:
Europa Editions (English worldwide)
Piper (Germany)
Patakis (Greek)
Taurus (Spanish worldwide)
Les Belles Lettres (French)
Wereldbibliotheek (Dutch)
Sandorf  (Croatian)
Gradiva (Portuguese)
Bookie (Korean)

New York is an Open
Window

Paolo Cognetti

Rights sold to:
Stock (French)
Navona (Spanish) 
Navona (Catalan)

This literary and emotional tour of
NY expresses the metropolitan soul of
Paolo Cognetti, the other face of  his
literary personality. 

The Mountain in Me

Hervé Barmasse

Rights sold to:
Guerin/Paulsen (French) 
Desnivel (Spanish) 
AS (German) 

They call him the new Bonatti: he is
the last heir of  the great Alpine
climbers.

100.000 copies

Prix littéraire Terres
d'Ailleurs 2018

20.000 copies



recent published translations

recent acquisitions

The Value of Everything
Making and Taking in the Global
Economy

Mariana Mazzucato
(The Wylie Agency)

Being Ecological

Timothy Morton
(Penguin Books)

Counter-Revolution
Liberal Europe in Retreat

Ian Zielonka
(Oxford University Press)

For a Left Populism

Chantal Mouffe
(Verso Books)

Achille Mbembe, Politiques de l’inimitié
(La Decouverte)

Johann Chapoutot - Christian Ingrao, Hitler 
(PUF)

Owen Jones, The Politics of Hope
(David Higham)

John Foot, Blood and Power
(Capel and Land)

Christopher Clark, European Spring
(The Wylie Agency)

Paul Collier, The Future of Capitalism
(The Wylie Agency)

Steven Levitsky - Daniel Ziblatt, How Democracies Die
(Baror International, Inc.)

Branko Milanovic, Capitalism Alone
(Harvard University Press)

Abhijit Banerjee - Esther Duflo, Good Economics
(The Wylie Agency)

John Dickie, The Craft
(Andrew Nurnberg Associated)

Michele Alacevich - Anna Soci, Inequality. A short history
(Brookings Institution Press)



Editori Laterza
Via di Villa Sacchetti 17
00197 Roma

Piazza Umberto I 54
70121 Bari
www.laterza.it

Foreign Rights
Agnese Gualdrini 

foreignrights@laterza.it


